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possible, upon "its former flourishing establishment. To effect which, your petitioners, with great deference, beg leave 
to suggest the following hints to your consideration: 

1st. That a tonnage duly should be laid upon all shipping built arid owned by foreigners, sufficient to give'a decid-
ed preference to, the-shipping built in the United States;, but? at tlfe same time, so moderate, as not to prevent the 
resort of foreign stripping to these States, until, by a gradual increase, they shall be.in a condition to carry for them-
selves: nevertheless, some preference ought to be given' the French, for their preference to American-built vessels. 

2d. That, to encourage the increase of American shipping, there be no tonnage duty on shipping built in the 
United S'tates, owned in part, or in the whole, by citizens ot these States, except for the support of buoys and light 
houses. 

3d. That American-built ships, purchased by foreigners, ought to be nearly on the same footing as if o'wned by 
American merchants. 

4th. That foreign-built, ships, purchased by American merchants, after the passing of this act, ought to pay. the 
same duty, and under thesame restrictions, as foreign-built vessels owned by foreigners. 

5th. That there be a difference in the duties payable on the importation of foreign goods, between those imported 
in-American-built shipping, owned as aforesaid, and those imported in foreign-built' ships. . . 

6th. That there be also a difference in the duties payable on the importation of foreign goods, from p orts or places 
wh'ere they are n'ot originally produced or manufactured, and" the same goods imported directly from the place of 
their growth or manufacture; and that this duty should be greater when the'importation is from the second port in 
foreign bottoms, than in American-built ships. . 
. 7th. That many possible advantages'may arise from negotiations with the Courts of Madrid and London, on prin-

ciples of reciprocity, respecting American-built ships. " 
8th. That high duties laid on materials necessary for fitting ships, augment their price, and retard the progress 

of ship-building. _ - . 
9th. That many inconveniences have arisen from the different jmodes of tonnaging ships in the different States, of 

America; that your petitioners had foreseen the inconveniences, and endeavored "to remedy the evil, by adopting 
the enclosed nearly average mode of measurement, which has not yet been 'carried into effect, waiting for your ho-
norable body.to establish one general system for the measurement of all ships built in America. 

Your petitioners humbly conceive that negotiations and regulation ,̂ somewhat similar to the foregoing, would 
tend to .the rapid increase of American shipping, and, before long, enable the'United States to become carriers by 
sea, of all the .produce of this extensive continent, to foreign markets.' \ . 

All which is respectfully submitted to the" consideration of.your Jiortorable House. 
John Norris, Sam'l Brusstar, 
John Wharton, Joseph Bowers, 
Jos.,Marsh, . Samuel Bowers, 
Joshua Humphrey, jr. Wm..Gard, 
Stephen Beasly, Morris Gaft; 
Benj. Hutton, ' Jacob Miller, 
John Patterson,. John Rice, 
Jas. Doughty, i Manuel Eyre, 
Richard Dennis, Thos. Penrose. 
John-Hutton, 

For all plain galley-built ships, with two decks,"allow three-fifths of the extreme breadth for "the rake of the stem, 
beginning to measure twelve inches' before the rabbit, at-the "middle Vale, which shall determine the point of straight 
rabbit forward; from that point to the afterpart of the stern-post, (allowing one-twelfth of the extreme breadth'of the 
vessel for its width, clear of the rabbit) shall determine the length of the keel, for tonnage.. The breadth, for ton-
nage, shall be ascertained from tfie inside of one wale to the outside of the other, in the widest part of the vessel; 
the depth'of hold, from the top of the ceiling next the keelson, (allowing the streak, next the k'ee Json, of the same 
thickness as the running ceiling plank) to the top of the beams qmidships, and the" height between deck's, from plank 
to plank, amidships. Then multiply the length of the keel by the extreme breadth, and that product by the depth of 
the hold, added to half the height between decks, which lastproduct, divided by ninety-five, shall give the number of 
tons required. Single deck vessels, on the double deck plan, with about twelve inches waist, when the depth does 
not exceed half the extreme breadth, measure and multiply length and breadth, (as above) and that product by the 
depth; but when the depth exceeds half the extreme breadth, then add half that difference to half the extreme breadth, 
for the multiplier, for measurement, and divide as aforesaid. Single decked vessels, jprimed out on the-wales; mea-
sure and multiply length, breadth, and depth, and divide as above. Frigate-built ships, with two flush decks, long 
quarter deck, ana forecastle, with a tier ot ports; multiply the length by the breadth, and that product by the height 
of the gun deck from the ceiling, as aforesaid; added to half the height of thewaist amidships, which last product di-
vide as above. Ships with three decks and a tier of ports, multiply the length of the keel by the extreme breadth, and 
that product by the height of the middle deck from the ceiling, as aforesaid, added to half the height b.etween decks, 
as aforesaid, which last product divide as abote. Single deck vessels, with a long quarter deck and forecastle, deep 
and tight waist, and tier of ports, multiply the length of the keel by the extreme breadth, and that product by the 
depth from the ceiling; as aforesaid, to the top qf the beams amidships, added to half the height of the waist amid-
ships, which last product divide by the common divisor, as above. 
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SHIP-BUILDING AND MANUFACTURES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOU.SE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JUNE 5 , 1789. 

To the Honorable the.Congress of ihe United Stales of America, the petition of the tradesmen and manirfaclurers 
of the town of Boston sheweth: 

That the great decrease of American manufactures, and almost total stagnation of American ship-building, urge us 
to apply to the sovereign Legislature of these States for their assistance to promote these important branches, so essen-
tial to our national wealth and prosperity. It is with regret we observe the resources of mis country exhausted for 
foreign luxuries, our wealth expended for various articles which could be manufactured among ourselves, and our 
navigation subject to the most severe..restrictions in many foreign ports, whereby the extensive branch of American 
ship-building is essentially injured, and a numerous body of citizenŝ  who were formerly employed in its various 
departments, deprived ot their support and dependence. Your petitioners are farther induced to express their 
concern, that the subjects of those nations, who are endeavoring to annihilate our navigation, are permitted to send 
their vessels to any part of the United States, for bread, flour, tobacco, and every other produce, while American 
ships are totally excluded from many of their ports. 
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Your petitioners beg leave to inform-. Congress, that,- previous to the war, upwards of sixty vessels, fr&m one hun-
dred and fifty to threenundred tons, have been built, in the town of Boston, in the course-of one year; and provided 
Mich restrictions were laid upon foreign vessels as to give a decided preference to American built ships, we appre-
hend (from the aforesaid number built in this to\yn only) that these States would' be able, in a short period, to 
supply a large proportion, if not the whole, of'the navigation necessary1 for the car lying trade of these States: 

Your petitioners need not inform Congress, that, on the revival of our mechanical arts and manufactures depend 
the wealth and prosperity of the Northern States; nor can we forbear mentioning to your honors that the citizens of 
these States conceive the' object of their independence But half obtained till those national purposes are established-
on a .permanent and extensive basis by the legislative acts of. the Federal Government. Unless these important 
branches are supported, we humbly conceive thai our agriculture must greatly decline, as the impoverished state of1 

our seaports will eventually lessen the demand for the produce of.our lands. 
It would be tedious to your honors should we attempt to enumerate the variety of articles which could (with the 

assistance of Government) be manufactured with advantage among ourselves. Your petitioners, however, wish not 
to deceive Congress by boasting of manufactures which cannot, at present, be carried on to a sufficient degree to 
answer our demands, for which reason our applications have been wholly confined to the several branches, here-
after mentionett, which are established among us, and which, we humbly, conceive, by due encouragement, might be 
extensively promoted. 

Your petitioners would farther mention to Congress, that the encouragement of many of our manufactures depends 
on a free importation of certain raw materials; we, therefore, flatter, ourselves thajfc the duties imposed on such 
articles as are absolutely necessary to forward our several branches, will not operate to the injuiy of the American 
manufacture. 

Your petitioners formerly experienced the patronage of this State Legislature, in their act laying duties and pro-
hibitions on certain articles of nftnufacture, which encoufages your petitioners to request that heavy, duties may be 
laid on such articles as are manufactured by our own citizens, humbly concaving that the impost is not solely con-
sidered by Congress'as att Object of revenue, but,.in its operation, intended to exclude such importations, and, 
ultimately^ establish theseseveral branches of manufacture among ourselves.-. 

Your petitioners do not^resume to dictate to your honors'the mode to be.adopted for accomplishing.the purposes 
we have mentioned; they flatter themselves, however, that every necessary assistanc&wll be afforded, by Congress, to 
induce them to prosecute, with cheerfulness and alacrity, their •several occupations^ and that §uch measures will 
be pursued, for the relief of your petitioners, as Congress,* in their great .wisdom, shall judge consistent with the 
interest, prosperity, and happiness, of this extensive empire. And, as in cjjily bound, shall ever pray. 

In-behalf of— Slnp-wrights.'—^Gibbins Sharp, Jacob Rhoades. 
Blacksmiths.—Nath. Baker. ', . 
Jiope-r/iaJcers.—Sohn Grays Benj. Austin, Jun. Jeffrey Bichardson. 
Hatters.—William Bordman, Sarson Belcher. 
Pewterers.—John Skinner. 
Soap-Boilers and TaRow-Chandlers.—William Frobjsher. 
Wool Cardmqkers.—William Grub. 
Ship'carvers.—John Skillin. 
Sail-makers.—Samuel Barret. 
Cabinet makers.—Abraham Hay ward. 

, Coach makers.—William Hawes, 
Tailors.'—Ephniim Copeland, Benj. Callender. 
Cordwainer.—Samuel Bangs. * 
Glue and Starch maker.—Robert Hewes. 
Brass Founder.—John, Cutler. 
Coppersmith.—Joshua Witherle,. Jun. 

BOSTON, May, 1789. 
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COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JU£T 9, AUGUST 27TH, AND SEPTEMBER 24TH, 1 7 8 9 . . 

Mr. GERRY, from the committee appointed to prepare arid report an estimate of the supplies requisite for the pregent 
year, and the nett proceeds of the impost, as agreed to by. the House, reported the folldwing: 

I. 
For expenses accruing within the year: 

1st. Of the civil list. This the committee cannot estimate with accuracy, from the want of an establishment of the 
Supreme-Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Departments, and of the respective offices thereof; but conceive that, 
as the members of the Legislature are to be paid out of the public treasury, and the expense of the two other 
departments will be greatly increased, the civil list, exclusive of the establishment of revenue officers, will, this 
year, far exceed the estimate on the establishment of the former Congress,.in schedule.No. 1, and amount, at 
least, to - - . . . 8300,000 

2dly. Of the War Department, as per schedule No. 2, from the Wir Office, - 163,078?-°-
3dly. Of the Indian Department, as per general estimate in schedule No. 3, from the War Office, 41,000 
4thly. Of invalid pensions, as per general estimate, in schedule No 1, r 88,0Q0 

And of other pensions, under special acts of Congress, in schedule, aforesaid, 4,022£j| 
$92,022||-

Whole expense of the Government, exclusive of establishments of revenue officers for 
the current year, - - - - . - - $596,101g§ 

5thly. Of one year's interest on the foreign debt, the principa of which is 10,070,307 dol-
lars. See schedule No. 4, - - S476,996fg 

6thly. Of the instalments of the principal of thfe foreign debt due in 1789, see schedule 
last mentioned, - - - - - 462,962^ 

?thly. Of the premium of 70,000 florins, due on the Dutch loan, made the 9th of March, 
1784, [See appendix of journals for 1786, pages 246,347.] 28,000 

Payments that became due in 1789, for interest and instalments of the principal of the foreign debt, 967,959^ 
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