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and rum, which was duly entered in the custom house, on the seventh of April, 1795; tint they proceeded, on the 
twelfth of the same month, to the sale of the cargo, when they were prohibited_ from selling by a libel, issued from 
the court of admiralty; that, on the twenty-first ofthe sahie month, an injunction was granted by the district court 
to stop the sale altogether, as contrary to the treaty concluded with Great Britain; that the said ship Amity being 
in a very leaky condition, they obtained permission from the-collector to land the cargo; that, by a survey afterwards 
held on the ship, she was condemned as not sea worthy; in consequence, application was made to the custom house, 
for leave to re-export the cargo, in neutral bottoms, as French property*, which was at first refused, but afterwards 
granted; but that, in the mean time, by the fire which laid waste a great part of Charleston, the thirteenth of June 
last, fifty-two hogsheads and two tierces of sugar were totally consumed; whereupon, the collector ordered the rum 
part of tne cargo of the ship Amity tQ be sold, to secure the duties on the sugars thus consumed by fire. The peti-
tioners pray for relief, by a restoration ofthe duties thus collected from them. 

Your committee are of opinion that this case must be considered as one for which no provision had been made 
by law, but as analogous to that of wreck f that the cargo was supposed to be landed only in conseqence of the 
alleged disability of the ship; and that, as no sale o£ the cargo could be made within the'United States, no duties 
ever could have been collected from it; so that the destruction of the sugar, by fire, not having altered the original 
ground on which they were suffered to be landed, to-wit: merely in transitu, until the ship could be repaired, or the 
goods re-exported, the duties ought to be refunded; whereupon, your committee recommend to the House to adopt 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to grant relief to the petitioners, according to tlie 
prayer of their petition. 

[MANUFACTURERS OF SOAP AND CANDLES. ] 

That the manufacturers of soap and candles complain, that they are under a disadvantage in preparing these 
articles for a foreign market, when they make use of imported tallow, on the account that no drawback is allowed 
on the exportation of the manufacture, of the duty paid on the importation of the tallow; while soap and candles, 
imported into the United States, may be exported with the benefit of the drawback. 

Three modes only have occurred to the committee, by which the complaints of the memorialists might be 
removed: 

1st. Taking off the duty on the importation of tallow. 
2d. Refusing to allow a drawback on the exportation of imported soap and candles. 
3d. Allowing a drawback of the duties paid on the importation of tallow, upon the exportation of the same in 

soap and candles. 
As to the first mode, it is to be remarked, that this article is among the list of those which pay the lowest rate of 

duty, and although, on general principles, the importation of rawmatenals for manufactures, oughtto be encouraged, 
that a small proportion only of this article, used m the manufactures of the United States, is imported, and the duty 
on the importation may be considered as answering a valuable purpose, by way of encouragement to the domestic 
production, which is rapidly increasing, and will probably be soon adequate to the full supply of the demand ofthe 
United States. 

As to the second mode, no argument in its favor occurs to tlie committee, but the interest of the memorialists; 
and adopting it, would be a direct contradiction of all the pnnciples in which the drawback system is established. 

The third mode would appear to the committee reasonable and expedient, but for the extreme difficulty which 
would attend the establishing a system by which the drawback might be fairly ascertained. 

They conceive, however, that none could be devised which would not be attended with such difficulty, and 
liability to fraud, in its execution, as to render it wholly inadmissible. 

The present nigh price of labor, in the United States, is a circumstance that bears hard on our manufacturers, 
where they come in competition with those of foreign countries; yet, should it be deemed advisable to.Congress, to 

S'eld them further protection and encouragement, it would seem prudent to omit it till a period when the price of 
bor was reduced to what might be supposed more nearly its natural state. The committee are of opinion that 

tlie prayer of this memorial ought not to be granted. 

[MANUFACTURERS OF CORDAGE. ] 

The manufacturers of cordagê complain of a similar hardship, under which their manufactory labors; as most 
of thfe objections occurring to the committee, against the interference of Congress on the memorial of the manufac-
turers of soap and candles, apply to this subject, the committee, taking leave to refer the House to their report on 
that memorial, submit it as their opinion that the prayer of this memorial ought not to be granted. 

[STEPHEN ADDINGTON. ] 

Stephen Addington, callico printer, complains of a similar difficulty from foreign competition with his manufac-
tory. The committee, taking leave to refer to their aforesaid report on the soap and candle manufactory, submit it 
as their opinion that the prayer of this memorial ought not to be granted. 
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D R A W B A C K . 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE Ot REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 24, 1797* 

Mr. SWANWICK, from tlie Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, to whom was referred the petition of John 
Brown, partner of the late house of Brown and Francis, made the following report: 

That the said John Brown, as one of the partners of the late house of Brown and Francis, represents, that they 
exported, in the year 1791, from the port of Providence, to the East Indies, eight casks and seven hundred and six-
teen cases of foreign Geneva, and three thousand nine hundred and fifty-four empty case bottles, on which a duty, 
.to the amount of four hundred and twenty-six dollars and sixty-four cents had been secured on importation. 
That the said export was made with the precautions required by law, for articles on which the drawback of duty is 
claimed; and that the said Geneva and bottles were afterwards sold in the East Indies, as was also the vessel in 
which the export was made? and that tlie captain soon after died there, without furnishing the certificates and oaths 
required bylaw, to entitle exporters to the drawback; but that this petitioner has other sufficient proof of the actual 
sale and delivery, in the East-Indies, of the said Geneva and bottles. 

The committee observe that, by an act passed in June, 1794, provision is made in all cases similar to the fore-
going, respecting merchandise exported since the first day of July, 1792, and thereby, the Comptroller ofthe Trea-
sury may direct the payment of a drawback, where,. in failure of the proof required by law, other satisfactory proof 
can be produced. And your committee, being of opinion that Mr. Brown's case, though not in point of time with-
in that provision, is, in equity, entitled to the same relief, beg leave to recommend this resolve: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law, for the relief of John Brown, and to entitle liim to a draw-
back of duties paid, on certain gin and bottles, exported in the year 1791, by the house of Brown and Francis, on proof, 
to the satisfaction of the Comptroller of the Treasury, that the same were delivered without the limits ofthe United 
States. 
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D R A W B A C K . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 2, 1798. 

MR. LIVINGSTON, from the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures, to whom was referred the petition ot 
Gazzam, Taylor, and Jones, made the following report: 

That the petitioners shipped, in the year 1796, in the schooner Eagle, from the port of Philadelphia, a quantity of 
goods for St. Thomas's, in the West Indies; that the said goods had been imported into the United States, had paid 
duties, and were entitled to a debenture for the same, the said goods having been duly entered for re-exportation 
according to law$ but that the said schooner having met with so much injury from the ice in the river Delaware, 
as to render her incapable of proceeding on her voyage, the said goods were re-shipped (by the advice of a number 
of captains of vessels then there) at Ready Island, in the brig Fame, for St, Croix. And that the merchandises so 
shipped as aforesaid, were duly landed in the island of St. Croix, and the certificates thereof as required bylaw, 
produced to the collector ofthe port of Philadelphia; but, by reason of the re-shipment aforesaid, the collector does 
not conceive himself authorized to deliver the debenture, to which the petitioners would be, otherwise? entitled. 

Your committee, cwceiving that this is a case of accident, which the United States ought not to avail itself of to 
the injury of the petitioners, recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Gazzam, Taylor, and Jones, of the city of Philadelphia^ merchants, ought to be relieved, accord-
ing to the prayer of their petition, and that the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures be instructed to pre-
pare and bring in a bill accordingly. 

All which is respectfully submitted, by order of the committee. 
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A D D I T I O N A L D U T I E S ON I M P O R T E D S P I R I T S . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 19TH OF MARCH, 1798. 

Mr. HARPER made the following report: 
The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred a petition of sundry distillers of spirits, in the town of 

P rovidence, and its vicinity, in the State of Rhode Island, have taken the matter of the said petition into con-
sideration, and agreed to the following report thereon: 
The petitioners state- that they have expended considerable sums in the erection of distill eries, for the distillation 

of spirits from rye and molasses, and that, tlie rye being much cheaper in Holland than here, their manufacture from 
that grain cannot sustain a competition with the Holland geneva, unless heavier duties should be laid on the latter 
when imported in this country. As to molasses, they state that the difficulty and hazard which, from present cir-
cumstances, attend the obtaining a supply of it, have reduced so much the profit of their manufacture, that they must 
probably be forced to abandon it, unless Congress should interpose in its favor, by additional duties on imported rum. 

The committee do not think, it necessary, at present, to give any opinion on the expediency of additional duties 
on foreign and domestic spirits, which they understand to have been adjusted with a view to avoid, as much as pos-
sible, any preference to either. They do not conceive that sufficient information has' yet been furnished by experience 
for judging whether this object has been completely attained, nor is that the question at present: for the petition 
seeks to alter the proposition, so as to secure a preference to the domestic manufacture, which would have die effect 
of taxing the consumers of imported spirits, for tlie benefit of home distillers. 

From this view of the subject, the committee are of opinion that the prayer of the*petition ought not to be granted. 
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C O M P E N S A T I O N OF O F F I C E R S OF T H E R E V E N U E . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 18, 1798. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience to two resolutions of the House of Representatives, passed on the 28th 
of November and 11th ot December, 1797, referring to his consideration the memorials of Jonathan Jackson, 
supervisor of the revenue for the district of Massachusetts, and Abel Whitney, collector of the revenue in the 
14th division of the second survey, in the same district, respectfully submits the following report: 
The memorialists represent that the compensations now allowed to them, under the acts of the President ofthe 

United States, are incompetent; and they severally pray that provision for a suitable augmentation- may be made 
by Congress. 

The Secretary <has investigated the pretensions of the memorialists, and finds them to be highly meritorious; but 
he is unable to discover any principle by which they can, consistently with public policy, be discriminated from the 
claims of other officers of the revenue. Believing, however, that a revision of the compensations generallyis expedient, 
he respectfully submits a succinct view of existing arrangements, respecting the internal revenue, the funds allowed 
by law for defraying the expenses of collection, and the principles by which compensations have been regulated in 
tne acts of the President. 
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