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I have thought it my duty to give this information, under an impression that itis proper to be communicated to 
the Legislature, who will decide, in then- wisdom, whether it wall be expedient to make it the duty of the treasurer 
to receive and keep the bullion before coinagê  

To lessen the pecuniary security required from the,cluef coiner and assayer; and 
To place the officeof the refiner under the same nomination with that of the other chief officers^ to fix his Salary, 

and require due security. 
I have the honor to be, with the most perfect respect,and attachment, sir, your most obedient and most humble 

servant 
' TH: JEFFERSON. 

The PRESIDENT of the United States. 
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E S T I M A T E S . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 20, 1794. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee appointed to examine the articles in which the present estimate exceeds the ap-
propriations and actual settlements of preceding years, and report the cause s, with their opinion of the expedi-
ency of such excess, made the following report: 

That they have, agreeably to the order of the House, compared the present estimate with the appropriations, 
and also with the actual settlements of several preceding years, and find that the constantly increasing progression 
in the expenses of the civil list, from year to year, has arisen from the increase in the number of the States, and 
from a constant increase in the annual expensiveness of the different established offices of the Government. But, 
as the number of clerks, and general expenses of the offices, are by law left entirely to the discretion of the officers 
themselves, and as the estimates and usages of former years have led to the principles of the present estimate, the 
committee do not recommend any variation from them in the appropriations for the present year. They are3 how-
ever, of opinion, that, as soon as the business of the different offices becomes more permanent and uniform, it will 
be expedient that their expenses should be more particularly defined and limited by law. 

The committee find, that, in the accounts with the marshals of the different districts, for the charges of clerks, 
jurors, and witnesses, for the years 1791 and 1792, the expenditures so far exceeded the amount of the fines, penal-
ties, and forfeitures, which are appropriated to defray them, that the sum of twelve thousand dollars will probably 
be necessary to defray them for the present year. 

In examining the estimate for the military establishment ofthe present year, the committee find that the settle-
ments of last year are not so far completed as to furnish any guide' in judging what will be a proper appropriation 
for the year 1794. They can only observe, in general, that the whole expenditures in that department, to the end 
ofthe year 1791, amounted to 632,804 dollars^ and for the year 1792, to 1,114,350 dollars, as appears by the settle-
ments completed at the treasury for those periods. 

The whole amount of the estimates for that department, for the present year, exceeds the actual settlement for 
the year 1792, by the sum of 343,586 dollars, two hundred and two thousand of which are for the carriages for can-
non, and beds for mortars, and repairing the works at West Point, by order of the President, which leaves an ex-
cess, above the last actual settlement, not more than in proportion to the increase ofthe number of troops in the field 
since that time. 
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S P I R I T S , D O M E S T I C 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY, 20,1794. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, January 20th9 1794. 

I have the honor to transmit to the House of Representatives the copy of a letter to me, from the commis-
sioner of the revenue, on the subject of a return required by an order of the House, of March last, respecting the 
revenue arising from spirits distilled within the United States, and from stills. This letter explains certain 
obstacles which still postpone a compliance with that order, notwithstanding strenuous exertions to be prepared to 

hoped that the House, sensible of the embarrassments which impede the complete arrangement of this branch 
of the public revenue, will make due allowances for a delay, which is unavoidable, and which will be terminated as 

speed* respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
The Honorable the SPEAKER of the House of Representatives. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Revenue Office, January 6th, 1794. 

The House of Representatives having directed, in March last, that a return, exhibiting certain details relative 
to the revenue arising from spirits distilled in the United States and from stills, should be made to them by you on 
the first Monday of me current month, I have the honor to reiterate to you the measures which have been taken to 
procure, in time, the necessary materials. . , ^ * * u . j 

On the fifteenth day of March last, a number of printed copies of the resolution ot the House, was transmitted 
to each of the supervisors, annexed to an equal proportion of copies of instructions from this office, calculated to 
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