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In  1967 total local government revenues in the U. S., including 

those in the District of Columbia, were over one and a half times 

their 1961 volume. Even though taxes remained the major source 

of local revenue, taxes declined between 1961 and 1967 from al

most 49% of total revenues to about 45%. At the same time, 

intergovernmental revenue grew from almost 27% of total 

revenues to 31% and nearly doubled in size in the process. As 

percentages of total local revenues, current charges and insurance 

trust revenue each remained virtually unchanged during this 

period while utility revenue declined slightly.
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Local government revenues in the Fifth District nearly doubled 

from 1961 to 1967, excluding insurance trust and liquor store 

revenue for which data are not available by state. In this span, in

tergovernmental revenue almost doubled and by 1967 it was 

as large as tax revenue which itself had grown 70% from 1961.
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Tax receipts of local governments in the U. S. in 1967 totaled 

$29.3 billion while in the District they amounted to $1.8 billion. 

Maryland led District states with $555 million, Virginia was 

second with $450 million, and North Carolina third with $284 

million. Property taxes accounted for $25.4 billion of the U. S. 

total while in the District they amounted to $1.4 billion. The 

District of Columbia was the only District area that received less 

than 35% of its tax income from property taxes.
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State governments are the major source of local intergovern

mental revenue. In  1967, local governments received $19 billion 

from their respective state governments and just under $1.9 billion 

from the Federal Government. In the District, localities received 

over $1.5 billion from their respective state governments and 

about $278 million from the Federal Government. Thus, Fifth 

District states combined contributed almost as much to their 

respective localities as the Federal Government gave to all local 

governments across the country. In  the District, the Federal 

Government disbursed the largest sum to the District of Columbia 

($146 million), with Virginia second ($44 million), and Maryland 

third ($35 million).
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The largest amount of state payments to local governments 

is for education. In the District in 1967 $1.1 billion of total local 

receipts from the states were for that purpose. Local public wel

fare in the District claimed the second largest amount, $201 

million. In 1967, North Carolina paid more to its local gov

ernments than any District state—$538 million. In contrast, West 

Virginia paid its local governments $119 million.
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Sources: Charts 1-4, U. S. Department of Commerce. 
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