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What kind of year did Sixth District farmers 
have in 1976? A good one when measured by 
farm cash receipts— the money farmers re
ceived from products marketed during the 
year. Revenues soared to a record high level of 
$10.7 billion, which topped the 1975 figure 
by $1.1 billion, or nearly 12 percent. The 
growth rate was more than twice that of the 
nation's farmers (see table).

The difference? Crops. Higher prices for 
cotton and soybeans stimulated crop receipts 
in the Southeast as depressed grain prices 
stunted national receipts. Cash income from 
livestock grew briskly, both within the District 
and nationally. The District's slightly greater- 
than-national percentage gains in livestock 
receipts reflect its greater poultry industry 
concentration. High prices for broilers and 
especially for eggs boosted incomes through
out the year.

Among the District states, Tennessee and 
Mississippi reported outstanding surges in farm 
cash receipts; only Georgia's growth lagged 
the U. S. pace. Though crops and livestock 
contributed nearly equally to overall District 
gains, Tennessee was the only state showing 
such a balance. There were marked differences 
in the additions to farm revenues from the 
two sources in other states. Higher prices for

cattle and calves fueled significant advances in 
livestock receipts in Florida, Louisiana and 
Tennessee. Mississippi, the Southeast's leading 
producer of soybeans and cotton, led the 
District with a hefty $231.5-million (nearly 
one-third) jump in crop receipts. Those com
modities also contributed to strong gains in 
Tennessee and Alabama and enabled Louisiana 
to overcome disappointing rice and sugar
cane receipts as well. Reduced peanut and 
tobacco production without compensating 
price hikes explains most of the sluggishness 
in Georgia's crop receipts.

Preliminary U. S. data for January and 
February 1977 indicate some improvement 
in the national crop situation, with a partially 
offsetting decline in livestock receipts. Prices 
of most crops other than soybeans and cotton 
remained below year-ago levels; citrus fruit 
prices were especially depressed. The impact 
of the recent freeze and drought on the prices 
of those crops is expected to boost receipts 
in subsequent months unless production losses 
outweigh resulting price increases.

Declines in prices received by farmers for 
hogs, milk and eggs have dampened national 
livestock receipts so far in 1977. As the 
improving weather replenishes grazing crops, 
forced cattle marketings will decline. But price 
gains are likely to more than compensate for 
the volume reduction and cause higher 
receipts from meat production. This prod 
from cattle, combined with further weather- 
induced price hikes in the crop sector, should 
add another upward kick to U. S. farmers' 
cash receipts in the first half of 1977. ■

FARM CASH R E C E |PTS 
Cumulative January-December

Livestock
($ Millions)

Crops Total
1975 1976 %  Change 1975 1976 %  Change 1975 1976 % Change

Alabama 839.5 892.1 6.3 545.2 634.6 16.4 1,384.7 1,526.7 10.3
Florida 624.2 724.8 16.1 1,809.1 1,926.5 6.5 2,433.3 2,651.3 9.0
Georgia 1,116.4 1,191.2 6.7 1,102.5 1,119.3 1.5 2,218.9 2,310.5 4.1
Louisiana 313.8 379.8 21.0 769.8 855.0 11.1 1,083.6 1,234.8 14.0
Mississippi 667.0 741.1 11.1 707.7 939.2 32.7 1,374.7 1,680.6 22.3
Tennessee 581.1 697.2 20.0 514.1 621.0 20.8 1,095.2 1,318.2 20.4
District States 4,142.0 4,626.2 11.7 5,448.4 6,095.6 11.9 9,590.4 10,722.1 11.8
U. S. 42,901.7 46,990.8 9.5 46,661.5 47,801.8 2.4 89,563.2 94,792.6 5.8

1976* 1977* 1976* 1977* 1976* 1977*
U. S. Only 7,507.6 7,114.7 -5.2 7,200.2 7,993.3 11.0 14,707.8 15,108.0 2.7
* First two months
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