
LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS, 

Washington, D. C, November 15,1918. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith the annual report on financial statistics of cities having a 

population of over 30,000 in 1911, this being the tenth annual report on this subject prepared by the Bureau 
of the Census. 

The statistical tables contained in this report show in detail the financial transactions of the municipal 
governments, their indebtedness and assets, and the assessed valuation of taxed property. The statistics on 
financial transactions arc analyzed and so presented as to show, both for the whole city and for its important 
departments, the net costs of conducting the city's business, together with the net revenue collected and the • 
indebtedness incurred for meeting these costs. The rapid increase in the cost of city government and the great 
interest now taken in city affairs by the general public make these statistics of great importance at the present 
time. In connection with the financial statistics, the report presents a discussion of accounting terminology 
with the hope that the continued consideration of this important subject may lead to greater uniformity in the 
use of technical accounting terms. 

The report was prepared by Le Grand Powers, chief statistician for finance and municipal statistics, assisted 
by William J. Barrows, Starke M. Grogan, Morris J. Hole, and Lemuel A. Carruthers, whose efficient work in 
the preparation of the report it is desired to acknowledge. 

Very respectfully, 

Director of the Census. 

Hon. WILLIAM C. REDFIELD, 
Secretary of Commerce. 

(ii) 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, 
B U R E A U OF THE CENSUS, 

Washington, D. C, June 1, 1914. 
SIR: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the eleventh annual report of the Bureau of the Census on financial 
statistics of cities having a population of over 30,000, showing in detail the financial transactions of 195 cities 
for the fiscal year 1912, the assessed valuation of taxable property on which their levies were made during that 
year, and their indebtedness and assets at the close of that year. The financial transactions of these cities 
have been analyzed and are so presented as to show, both for the whole city and for its important departments, 
the net revenue collected, the net costs of conducting municipal business, and the indebtedness incurred for 
meeting these costs* 

The introduction presents a discussion of accounting terminology and of the statements showing the 
municipal program and the outcome of municipal business, with the hope that the continued discussion of 
these important subjects may lead to a greater uniformity in the use of technical accounting terms and to a 
clearer understanding of the administrative problems that confront those charged with the business administra
tion of our large cities. 

The present volume presents the complete analysis of the data contained in Bulletin 118, which was 
transmitted under date of December 15, 1913, at the same time introducing the correction of certain errors 
therein contained. 

This report was prepared by Le Grand Powers, chief statistician for finance and municipal statistics, 
assisted by Starke M. Grogan and Morris J. Hole, whose efficient work it is desired to acknowledge. 

Very respectfully, 

(/ Director of the Census. 
Hon. WILLIAM C. REDFIELD, 

Secretary of Commerce. 
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