
Revision of the Employment Series of the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics

Employment levels for series in this publication have been 
adjusted to a first-quarter 1951 benchmark. Previously published 
data had been projected froa 19h7 benchmark data.

In conjunction with the benchmark adjustments, the methods 
for estimating employment, hours and earnings were improved by the 
use of more detailed weighting of the estimates. The new weighting 
processes were applied primarily in the manufacturing division.

The industrial classification system continues unchanged, 
with firms classified into industries on the basis of principal pro
duct or activity determined from information on annual sales volume 
for a recent year. Manufacturing establishments are classified 
according to the 19U5 Standard Industrial Classification Manual,
Volume I U. S. Bureau of the Uidget, V/ashing ton, D. C.; and nomanu
facturing establishments according to the 19U2 Industrial Classifica
tion Code, U. 3. Social Security Board.

The basic source of benchmark information is the quarterly 
tabulation of employment by State unemployment insurance agencies, 
supplemented by data from the rJ. S. Bureau of Old Age and Survivors 
Insurance on employment in firms not covered by State Unemployment 
Insurance programs because of their small size. For the industries 
not covered by tne social insurance programs, benchmarks are obtained 
from special sources such as Interstate Comerce Commission (railroads), 
Bureau of the Census (^tate and local government), and Civil Servioe 
Commission (Federal Government).

Introduction of more detailed weights for manufacturing 
employment estimates beginning with January 1951 will not affect 
continuity of the estimates, because data for earlier years have also 
been adjusted to the level of the 1951 benchmark.

Adjustments in industry employment levels resulting from 
the benchmark revisions are reflected in the group, subdivision and 
division levels of which the industry is a part. New summary sheets 
which will be available shortly will contain historical data on the 
revised basis0

As a result of the new procedures, hours and earnings 
estimates and employment indexes for a number of additional manu
facturing industries have been prepared. Employment indexes for 
these industries will appear in the May Employment and Payrolls 
Monthly Statistical Report. Historical data beginning with 
January 1951 will be available on request.

The new procedures will add to the accuracy of the estimates, 
and in addition, a greater number of series will be available. For 
those individuals desiring a more detailed discussion of the actual
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steps in estimating, limitations of the series, definitions of terms 
and the like, technical notes on both employment and hours and earn
ings are available upon request. These technical notes will also 
appear in early issues of the Monthly Labor Review.

Revision of Government Series

Beginning with January 1952, the data for Federal Government 
employment are not strictly comparable with those for prior years, pri
marily as a result of changes in definition. The following changes were 
made starting with that months (1) data refer to the last day of the 
month rather than the first of the monthj (2) employment of the Federal 
Reserve Banks and of the mixed-ownership banks of the Farm Credit 
Administration transferred from the Federal total and the Executive 
Branch to the "Banks and Trust Companies" group of the "Finance,
Insurance and Real Estate* division; (3) fourth-class postmasters 
formerly included only in the table showing Federal civilian employment, 
now included in all tables showing government series except for States 
and areas; (U) employment in the General Accounting Office and Govern
ment Printing Office excluded from the Executive Branch and included 
in the Legislative Branch; (5) the "Defense agencies" category replaced 
try one showing employment in the Department of Defense only.

Rebasing of Special Series

The U, S. Bureau of the Budget has recotranended 19^7-19^9=100 
as the base for statistical indexes for Federal agencies, wherever 
applicable. This will affect the table giving indexes of production- 
worker employment and weekly payroll in manufacturing industries, for
merly on a base of 1939*100. This rebasing does not affect the trend 
from one period to another, despite the changed index numbers. The 
employment indexes for individual manufacturing industries are of 
necessity based on 19$1=100.

Historical ^ata

Historical data for employment series are generally available 
as follows: all manufacturing from 1909; durable and nondurable goods 
from 1939; total nonagri cultural employment and the eight industry divi
sions from 1919» major manufacturing groups from 1939; many manufacturing 
industry groups from 19U7; and the remaining manufacturing industry groups 
from 195l» Industry employment indexes begin with 1951*

Current Hata

The press releases for April 1953 showing March preliminary data 
constitute the first public distribution of the revised data. This Re
port  ̂and the Hours and Earnings Industry Report for April 1953 contai n 
the first published data for detailed industries revised to the new levels. 
The Monthly Labor Review for May 1953* which will contain detailed industry 
data for the same months as the April Monthly Reports and also selected 
earlier periods, will be the first issue of that publication to show re
vised employment, hours, and earnings figures.
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