
EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS1

Employment in July 1935

I N contrast with the sharp contraction that ordinarily characterizes 
this season of the year, industrial employment in July was rela

tively well maintained. The decline in factory employment was 
distinctly less than seasonal, the index for the month being within 
0.1 percent of the June level. Employment in nonmanufacturing 
industries in July was largely influenced by an abrupt decline in coal 
mining, following the abnormal activity of the month preceding. 
Seasonal recessions in the retail trade also had an adverse effect on 
employment in nonmanufacturing industries. In spite of these 
factors, the estimated reduction in the number of workers employed 
in both the manufacturing and nonmanufacturing industries surveyed 
amounted to only 152,000 during the month interval. Weekly wage 
disbursements in July were approximately $7,200,000 less than in 
June.

Employment in the regular agencies of the Federal Government in 
June totaled 1,438,535 as against 1,435,721 in June, a gain of 2,814 
employees. Employment on Federal relief work, on the other hand, 
declined due to a sharp reduction in the number of workers employed 
on the emergency-work program.

Industrial Employment 
Manufacturing Industries

T a k in g  the 3 year average, 1923-25, as 100, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics index of factory employment and pay rolls for July stood 
at 79.5 and 65.3, respectively. Compared with the correspond
ing month of last year, the current employment index shows an 
increase of 1 percent and the current pay-rolls index a gain of 7.9 
percent.

Despite the decreases over the month in the composite indexes, 40 
of the 90 manufacturing industries surveyed showed gains in employ
ment and 32 showed larger pay rolls. Of the 14 major groups covered, 
4 had more employees on their rolls, and 6 reported larger wage 
disbursements. As in the preceding month, the food group reported

1 Formerly published as “ Trend of Employment.”
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