
Summary Employment and Unemployment
Developments, January 1969

The employment situation continued to show
strength in January. At 3.3 percent, the overall
unemployment rate, seasonally adjusted, was un-
changed, matching December's 15-year low. Un-
employment rates for adult men and all full-time
workers rose over the month, while the rate for
teenagers declined. The number of employed
persons fell less than normally for this time of
year, and the number of unemployed rose about
in line with seasonal expectations.

Industry Employment

Nonfarm payroll employment, which usually
declines sharply between December and January,
fell much less than expected this January. After
seasonal adjustment, nonagricultural payroll
employment, at 69.5 million, was up 250,000 over
the month, the fourth consecutive month of sub-
stantial gains. The advance occurred despite a
90,000 net increase in the number of workers off
payrolls because of strikes. Since September,
nonfarm payroll employment has risen by 1.2
million (seasonally adjusted).

Hours and Earnings

The workweek for all rank and file workers
on private nonfarm payrolls averaged 37.5 hours,
down 0.3 hour from December. After seasonal
adjustment, the workweek rose 0.2 hpur over the
month. Substantial declines in mining and con-
tract construction were offset by increases in
trade and finance.

In manufacturing, seasonally adjusted weekly
hours remained unchanged after declining for 3
successive months. At 40.7 hours, the factory
workweek was the same as the average for 1968.
Factory overtime, at 3.7 hours, declined one-
tenth of an hour but continued in the high range
which has prevailed since May 1968.

Average hourly earnings for all rank and file
workers rose 2 cents in January to $2.95. The
decline in the average workweek, however, edged
average weekly earnings down 12 cents to $110.63.
Compared to a year ago, average weekly earnings
were up $7.68 (7.5 percent).

The January payroll increase was led by gains
on a seasonally adjusted basis of 165,000 in trade
and 50,000 each in services and government.
These increases were partially offset by declines
of 30,000 in contract construction and 10,000 in
transportation and public utilities. The increase
in trade employment partly reflected a recovery
from the December decline caused by the flu out-
break. In transportation and public utilities, the
employment cutback reflected the effects of the
longshoremen's strike.

Manufacturing employment was generally
strong in Januarys but the total job gain on a sea-
sonally adjusted basis was held down by a strike
in the petroleum industry. Although employment
rose by 65,000 in durable goods, headed by
machinery and fabricated metals, the strike
produced a 50,000 decline in nondurables.

Average weekly earnings for production and
nonsupervisory workers declined in January in
mining, contract construction, and manufac-
turing but increased in trade and finance. Despite
a 2 -cent rise in hourly earnings for factory work-
ers, their average weekly earnings fell $1.05 to
$126.36 due to the usual January decline in the
workweek (0.6 hour, not seasonally adjusted).

Unemployment

The number of unemployed persons rose in
January to 2.9 million about in line with ex-
pectations. The number was down 200,000 from
a year ago. At 3.3 percent, the overall unem-
ployment rate was unchanged over the month
and thus remained at its post-Korean low. Over
the year, the unemployment rate was down by
0.3 of a percentage point.
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The jobless rate for adult men rose from 1.8
to 2.0 percent in January, after falling in Decem-
ber to the lowest point since the series began in
1948. The January increase occurred primarily
among 20-24 year-olds. The teenage jobless rate
fell to 11.7 percent—a drop of one percentage
point from December—its lowest mark since
January 1968. Girls accounted for all of the
decline in teenage unemployment. The rate for
adult women (3.5 percent) was unchanged over
the month.

The unemployment rate for married men held
at 1.4 percent in January, its lowest point since
the series began in 1955. The rate for full-time
workers rose 0.2 percentage point to 2.9 percent,
with persons over 25 years old accounting for
most of the increase.

Jobless rates for both whites (3.0 percent) and
nonwhites (6.0 percent) were unchanged in Jan-
uary, holding at the post-Korean lows established
in the previous month.

State insured unemployment edged up slightly
from the post-World War II low reached in De-

cember. At 2.1 percent, the rate continued in the
range which had prevailed for most of 1968.

Total Employment and Labor Force

Total employment and the labor force nor-
mally decline sharply after the Christmas sea-
son, but January's reductions were substantially
less than anticipated.

At 75.4 million in January, total employment
declined 450,000 less than expected. After al-
lowances for seasonal changes, agricultural em-
ployment dropped 100,000, its first seasonally
adjusted decline in 3 months. Nonagricultural
employment increased by 550,000, almost all of
which occurred among adult women and teen-
agers. Over the year, total employment was up
by 2.1 million, as 550,000 more men, 1.2 million
more women, and 325,000 more teenagers held
jobs.

The civilian labor force declined 500,000
less than expected in January. After seasonal
adjustment, this was the third monthly increase
in a row. Over the year, labor force growth
amounted to 1.9 million.
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