
Summary Employment and Unemployment
Developments, December 1968

Employment continued to rise substantially
in December while unemployment remained at
post-Korean lows.

Unemployment rates declined slightly for adult
men, married men, Negroes, and full-time
workers, although the overall unemployment
rate, at 3.3 percent, was unchanged over the
month at the 15-year low reached in November.
The jobless rate for workers covered under
State unemployment insurance programs moved
down to 2.0 percent, setting a post-World War
II record low. For 1968 as a whole, the unem-
ployment rate for all workers averaged 3.6
percent, the lowest annual rate since the Korean
war period.

Industry Employment

Nonfarm payroll employment rose 460,000 in
December to a record 70.0 million. The Decem-
ber increase was 265,000 more than seasonally
expected and represented the third consecutive
month of substantial gains. In the last 3 months,
nonfarm payroll employment has risen 800,000
(seasonally adjusted). About 30,000 of the De-
cember increase was due to the net return of
workers who were off payrolls in November
because of strikes.

Nearly all major industry divisions shared
in the employment advance in December. Con-
tract construction and State and local govern-
ment had seasonally adjusted employment gains
of 80,000 each, while manufacturing and services
each increased 60,000. The job gains in manu-
facturing were fairly widespread and were led
by increases in transportation equipment, fab-
ricated metals, apparel, primary metals, and
rubber. More than half of the 80,000 increase
in State and local government was due to the
return to payrolls of teachers in New York
City who had been on strike.

Employment in transportation and public util-
ities and trade declined over the month on a
seasonally adjusted basis. The 25,000 drop in
transportation and public utilities was due mainly

to increased strike activity. The decline in
trade resulted from a less-than-usual Christmas
employment pickup, as retail sales were af-
fected by the flu.

Hours and Earnings

Average weekly hours for rank and file work-
ers on private payrolls edged up 0.1 hour in
December to 37.6 hours (seasonally adjusted).
The increase resulted primarily from a sharp
rise in the workweek in contract construction,
which reflected both increased building activ-
ity and a pickup from the large drop in Novem-
ber when the weather was unusually bad.

In manufacturing, the workweek in December
was down one-tenth of an hour to 40.7 hours
(seasonally adjusted). December was the third
consecutive month in which the factory work-
week had declined. Over the year, however, there
has been no change in average weekly hours in
manufacturing.

Average hourly earnings rose 1 cent in De-
cember to $2.93 for rank and file workers.
Average weekly earnings advanced $1*25 over
the month to $110.75, with the largest gain—
$10—occurring in construction.

Unemployment

The number of unemployed persons was 2.4
million in December, a decrease of 150,000 over
the month. Unemployment among adult men
declined on a seasonally adjusted basis in De-
cember; their unemployment rate edged down 0.2
percentage point to 1.8 percent—the lowest rate
since the series began in 1948.

Reflecting the strong job market situation for
adult men, jobless rates for both married men
and full-time workers also declined in Decem-
ber to 1.4 and 2.7 percent, respectively. Unem-
ployment rates for adult women (3.5 percent)
and teenagers (12.6 percent) were not signifi-
cantly changed over the month.
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The jobless rate for nonwhite workers showed
some improvement in December, At 6.0 percent,
the rate was down from 6.5 percent in November
and was the lowest rate since 1953. At 2.9 per-
cent, the white rate also reached a new post-
Korean low.

Total Employment and Labor Force

Total employment, at 76.7 million in Decem-
ber, was 100,000 more than in November. After
seasonal adjustement, the employment gain
amounted to 475,000, dominated by an increase
of 400,000 for adult men. Teenage employment
remained virtually unchanged in December.

For the second month in succession, em-
ployment in agriculture declined much less than

seasonally expected. Seasonally adjusted agri-
cultural employment rose by 200,000 in both
November and December, after declining stead-
ily since February. Good weather throughout
most of the Nation during the survey week and
a late harvest of citrus fruit and nut crops were
probably responsible for the less-than-usual
employment drops.

The December rise in nonagricultural em-
ployment (300,000 seasonally adjusted) was the
fourth straight monthly advance. The increase
occurred entirely among adult men.

At 79.1 million in December, the civilian
labor force declined 425,000 less than seasonally
expected. Adult men accounted for the bulk of
the increase on a seasonally adjusted basis.
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