
ANNOUNCEMENT

Beginning with the July 1959 issue, Employment and Earnings has 
regularly included the labor force data previously published each month 
by the Bureau of the Census. This change resulted from transfer to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics of responsibility for analysis and publication 
of labor force statistics.

The current Annual Supplement Issue is the first since labor force
data were added to the publication. Most of the tables of labor force 
statistics in the supplement section show complete monthly data for 1959,
and all tables have annual averages for 1959. In addition, annual aver
ages for 1957 and 1958 have been included in many of the tables.

Labor Force, Employment, and Unemployment

P a y r o l l  E m p l o y m e n t ,  H o u r s ,  a n d  E a r n i n g s  S e r i e s

As stated in the preceding Annual Supplement Issue, the practice 
of adjus ting the levels of national employment, hours, and earnings series 
annually on the basis of more recent benchmark information has been sus
pended temporarily. Consequently, the six years of national industry 
data in this issue are supplemental to, but do not supersede, those pub
lished last year.

As was explained in last year's announcement, the annual revision 
was skipped to permit concentration of program resources on converting 
the national industry series to the 1957 Standard Industrial Classifica
tion System.1 Series based on the new system are scheduled to be re
leased early in 1961. National labor turnover series converted to the 
new SIC will be issued at the same time.

S t a t e  a n d  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  S e r i e s

The employment, hours, earnings, and labor turnover series for 
States and metropolitan areas have already been converted to the 1957 
SIC and are uniformly available from 1958 forward on the new classifica
tion system. Therefore, the tables of State and area data show annual 
averages for 1958 and 1959.

State and area annual averages of employment, hours, and earnings 
for 1953-58 on the former classification systems were included in the 
May 1959 Annual Supplement Issue of Employment and Earnings. Since the 
cooperative labor turnover program is relatively new, the fragmentary 
State and metropolitan area labor turnover rates available on the old 
classification systems are of relatively little historical value and were 
not included in last year's supplement.

The geographic boundaries of the metropolitan areas are given under 
Metropolitan Area Definitions beginning on page 9-E. Addresses of co
operating State agencies are listed on the inside back cover of every 
issue.

*See Effect of Revised Industrial Classification System on BLS Employment Statis
tics, Employment and Earnings, October 1958. Reprints available on request.
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Beginning in January 1960. data include Alaska and Hawaii
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