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COMBINED REPORT ON EMPLOYMENT. HOURS 
AND EARNINGS. AND LABOR TURNOVER

With this issue of Employment and Earnings, current 
monthly statistics on employment, hourly and weekly 
earnings, hours of work, and labor turnover are com
bined in one publication. This combined report con
tains all the data, except as noted below, which form
erly appeared in the separate Employment and Payrolls 
Monthly Statistical Report and Hours and Earnings In
dustry Report. These reports have been discontinued.

The combined report will enhance the utility and 
accessibility of these comprehensive statistics, which 
are among the most important indicators of the coun
try’s economic well-being. The combined format, a 
permanent feature, was introduced this month to coin
cide with the revision of the series and the issuance 
of annual averages through 1953*

Publication of employment indexes for individual 
manufacturing industries (formerly presented in table 
A-5 of the Employment and Payrolls Report) has been 
discontinued. All other series included in the two 
discontinued Reports have been retained in the combined 
publication.
REVISION OF EMPLOYMENT. HOURS. AND EARNINGS SERIES 

Employment levels for series in this publication 
have been adjusted to first quarter 1953 benchmarks. 
Previously published data had been projected from first 
quarter 1951 benchmarks. Data for 1950 and earlier 
years are not affected by the current revision.

Since oroduction-worker employment is used in 
weighting average hours and earnings for industry grcup',

the adjustment of employment levels to new benchmarks 
has also caused revisions in some of the hours and 
earnings series. However, for most industries employ
ment adjustments are not large enough to change the 
hours and earnings data.

Industrial classification and the basic sources of 
benchmark information are discussed in Section A of 
the Explanatory Notes.

Adjustments of industry employment levels and 
averages of hours and earnings are reflected in the 
group, subdivision, and division of which the industry 
is a part. New summary tables which will be available 
shortly will contain historical data on the revised 
basis.

The press release on employment, hours, and earn
ings for May 1954, showing April preliminary data for 
broad groups, is the first publication containing 
revised data. This report contains the first published 
data for detailed industries revised on the basis of 
new benchmarks. The Monthly Labor Review for June 1954* 
which will contain detailed industry data for the same 
months as this report, as well as selected earlier 
periods, will be the first issue of that publication 
showing revised series.
NEW PUBLICATION

Definitions of the industrial composition of all 
published series, and a table showing the earliest date 
from which data for each series are available, are con
tained in the newly released “Guide to Employment 
Statistics of BLS,n which may be obtained upon request.
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