
Effects of the Government Shutdown 
on January CPI Data

As previously announced, the release of the Consumer 
Price Index for January, originally scheduled for February 
14, was rescheduled for February 28. The scheduled collec
tion of consumer price data, which generally consists of 3 
consecutive 6-day pricing periods excluding weekends and 
holidays starting at the beginning of each month, was sub
stantially altered for January. No collection of prices was 
possible until the end of the Federal Government shutdown 
on January 8. From that date through January 14, only the 
samples for housing and bimonthly collected commodity 
and services were available for pricing, and collection was 
further limited by the blizzard that closed many retail out
lets and Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) offices during the 
week of January 8. The monthly pricing schedule was modi
fied such that pricing period 1 (PP-1) was rescheduled from 
January 2-9 to January 15-19. PP-2 was rescheduled from 
January 10-18 to January 19-25 and PP-3 was rescheduled 
from January 19-26 to January 23-31. This resulted in vir
tually complete pricing for the January index; the number 
of price quotes collected and used in January 1996 was ap
proximately 98 percent of the corresponding number for 
January 1995.

This alteration in the collection schedule for January 
increased the length of time between the December and 
January pricing periods by about one-third. This alteration 
of the January schedule w ill also have an effect of reducing 
the interval between the January and February pricing periods 
by a corresponding amount, with the result that the interval 
between December and February pricing periods w ill be in 
line with the historical pattern.

In view of the modified price collection schedule for the 
January CPI and the extended interval between the December 
and January indexes induced by it, BLS attempted to assess 
the effect of these changes on the January numbers. This 
analysis entailed the generation and comparison of January 
pricing relatives for each major group by individual pricing 
period for the preceding 3 years as well as the investigation 
of the effect of the modified pricing schedule on specific 
groups, such as apparel, which are known to have substantial 
seasonal movement between December and January. No 
conclusive evidence, however, could be found that the 
revised price collection schedule affected the January CPI 
change.
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