
Effects of the Federal Government Shutdown

As previously announced, the Consumer Price Index for 
December 1995, originally scheduled for release on Janu
ary 12, was rescheduled for release on February 1. Price 
data collection in December, which was originally sched
uled to conclude on December 21, was suspended on D e
cember 18,1995 as a result o f the Federal Government shut
down. In anticipation o f  a possible shutdown, BLS had 
modified the December pricing schedule to allow for col
lection earlier than normal. This resulted in virtually com 
plete pricing for the December index; the number o f price 
quotes collected and used in the CPI for December 1995 
was approximately 98 percent o f the corresponding num
ber for December 1994.

The shutdown also affected the collection and release of  
the January 1996 CPI. The January index, originally sched
uled for release on February 14, w ill now be released on

February 28. In January, the scheduled collection o f con
sumer price data would have begun on January 2 and con
cluded on January 26. The revised schedule allowed for pric
ing through Jannuary 31. N o data were collected prior to the 
reopening o f the Government on January 8, and much o f the 
collection could not begin until January pricing schedules 
were transmitted from Washington, DC, to BLS field offices. 
Additional delays were caused by the blizzard that forced 
the closing o f many retail outlets and BLS offices during 
the week o f January 8. Therefore, most January price collec
tion took place between January 15 and January 31.

The shutdown w ill have a relatively minor effect on the 
collection o f consumer price data in February, and the CPI 
for February is expected to be released as originally sched
uled on March 15.
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