
Price Movements 
January 1990

The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 

rose 1.0 percent before seasonal adjustment in January to 
a level of 127.4 (1982-84 = 100). For the 12-month period 
ended in January, the CPI-U increased 5.2 percent.

The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W) also increased 1.0 percent in 
January prior to seasonal adjustment. The January 1990 CPI-W 

level of 125.9 was 5.2 percent higher than the index in January 
1989.

CPI for All Urban Consumers (cpi-u)

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 1.1 percent 
in January. This compares with an average monthly increase 
of 0.4 percent in 1989 and was the largest advance since a 
1.1-percent rise in June 1982. Increases in food and energy 
prices accounted for over 60 percent of the January advance 
in the overall CPI-U. In particular, record monthly increases 
were recorded in the indexes for fuel oil and fruits and 
vegetables—up 26.3 and 10.2 percent, respectively—and 
gasoline prices rose 7.7 percent. Excluding food and energy, 
the CPI rose 0.6 percent in January after increasing 0.3 percent 
in December.

The food and beverage index, reflecting the effects of the 
adverse weather in December, rose 1.8 percent in January 
following a 0.4-percent increase in December. Grocery store 
foods advanced 2.9 percent, their largest increase since a 7.1-

percent rise in August 1973. Nearly two-thirds of the January 
increase was due to the 10.2-percent jump in the index for fruits 
and vegetables. Within this group, fresh vegetable prices rose 
22.6 percent, with those for tomatoes, up 75.6 percent. Also 
contributing to the advance in grocery store food prices were 
increases in the indexes for diary products and meats, poultry, 
fish, and eggs—up 2.4 and 1.9 percent, respectively. Prices 
for beef, pork, and fish—up 2.0, 1.3, and 1.0 percent, 
respectively—all rose more than in December. Poultry prices 
rose 0.6 percent in January following a 0.8-percent increase 
in December. Egg prices continued sharply upwards, advancing 
9.1 percent in Janaury. The remaining two major grocery store 
food groups—cereal and bakery products and other food at 
home—rose about the same as in December. The other two 
components of the food and beverage index—restaurant meals 
and alcoholic beverages—increased 0.4 and 0.5 percent, 
respectively.

Transportation costs, which rose 0.3 percent in December, 
advanced 2.1 percent in January. A sharp increase in the index 
for motor fuels—up 8.2 percent in January following a 
0.6-percent decline in December—was responsible for the 
acceleration and accounted for nearly three-fourths of the 
January transportation increase. As of January, gasoline prices 
were 14.1 percent higher than a year ago but 18.0 percent lower 
than their peak level of March 1981. New vehicle prices 
increased 0.6 percent in January compared with a 0.8-percent 
increase in the preceding month. Automobile financing charges,

Table A. Percent changes in CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)

Expenditure category

Seasonally adjusted Unadjusted

Changes from preceding month Compound 
annual rate 
3-months 

ended 
January 

1990

12-months
ended

January
1990

1989 1990

July August September October November December January

All ite m s ......................................... 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.3 .4 1.1 7.5 5.2
Food and beverages............................ .2 .3 .2 .4 .5 .4 1.8 11.2 6.6
Housing................................................. .6 .2 .2 .4 .4 .4 .7 6.3 4.3
Apparel and upkeep............................ -.5 -1.2 1.5 .7 .0 -.3 .0 -1.3 1.2
Transportation....................................... -.3 -1.0 -.3 .5 .1 .3 2.1 10.5 5.5
Medical c a re ......................................... .6 .8 .7 .7 .8 .6 .6 8.4 8.4
Entertainment ....................................... .6 .3 .4 .5 .2 .4 .6 4.8 4.9
Other goods and services................... .9 .8 .0 .7 .3 .8 .8 7.9 7.4

NOTE: Seasonal factors have been recalculated to reflect developments above and elsewhere in this publication differ from those previously
during 1989. For this reason, some of the seasonally adjusted figures shown published.
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Table B. Percent changes in CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W)

Expenditure category

Seasonally adjusted Unadjusted

Changes from preceding month Compound 
annual rate 
3-months 

ended 
January 

1990

12-months
ended

January
1990

1989 1990

July August September October November December January

All ite m s ......................................... 0.2 -0.1 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.1 7.6 5.2
Food and beverages............................ .3 .2 .3 .3 .6 .4 1.7 11.2 6.6
Housing................................................. .6 .2 .2 .3 .4 .4 .6 6.0 4.1
Apparel and upkeep............................ -.3 -1.0 1.3 .6 .1 -.4 -.1 -1.7 1.1
Transportation....................................... -.4 -1.0 -.3 .5 -.1 .4 2.2 10.2 5.5
Medical c a re ......................................... .6 .8 .7 .7 .8 .5 .7 8.6 8.3
Entertainment ....................................... .5 .3 .4 .6 .2 .4 .5 4.5 4.9
Other goods and services................... 1.0 .7 .1 .6 .3 .9 .7 7.9 7.6

which increased 1.9 percent in December, rose 0.4 percent in 
January. Used car prices declined 0.2 percent, the same as in 
December and are 1.3 percent lower than a year ago. The index 
for public transportation rose 1.9 percent in January, reflecting 
sharp increases in airline fares and intracity public 
transportation—up 1.3 and 3.9 percent, respectively.

The housing index, which increased 0.4 percent in 
December, advanced 0.7 percent in January. All three groups— 
shelter, fuel and other utilities, and household furnishings 
and operations—contributed to the acceleration. Nearly half 
of the January housing increase was due to a 2.0-percent 
advance in the index for fuel and other utilities, largely as 
a result of the 26.3-percent increase in fuel oil prices. In 
January, charges for natural gas were up 0.7 percent and 
those for electricity were unchanged. The index for other 
utilities and public services increased 0.9 percent. The index 
for telephone services turned up in January as a 1.6-percent 
advance in local service charges more than offset declines 
in long distance rates. Shelter costs rose 0.5 percent in 
January following a 0.4-percent increase in December. 
Within shelter, renters’ costs increased 0.9 percent; 
homeowners’ costs, 0.4 percent; and maintenance and repair 
costs, 0.8 percent. The large increase in renters’ costs 
resulted from a 2.9-percent increase in lodging while out of 
town. Residential rents rose 0.3 percent. The index for 
household furnishings and operations increased 0.4 percent 
in January following a 0.2-percent decline in December.

The medical care component rose 0.6 percent in January

to a level of 8.4 percent above a year ago. The indexes for 
both medical care commodities—prescription drugs, 
nonprescription drugs, and medical supplies—and medical 
care services increased 0.6 percent. Within medical care 
services the cost of professional services rose 0.5 percent 
and those for hospital and related services, 0.7 percent.

The index for apparel and upkeep was unchanged in 
January. A 0.8-percent increase in the index for apparel 
services offset a slight decline in prices for apparel 
commodities. End-of-season price declines were about 
normal for the first month of the year.

The entertainment index rose 0.6 percent in January 
following a 0.4-percent increase in December. Increased 
charges for club memberships and admissions (to movies, 
theaters, operas, other musical events, and sporting 
events)—up 1.1 and 0.7 percent, respectively—coupled with 
a 1.1-percent increase in prices for reading materials, account 
for over 60 percent of the entertainment advance.

The other goods and services component advanced 0.8 
percent in January. Increases of 1.3 percent in the index for 
tobacco and smoking products and 0.6 percent in the index 
for tuition and other school fees accounted for over 60 percent 
of this increase.

CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers
(CPI-W)

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage 
Earners and Clerical rose 1.1 percent in January.
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Price Movements 
February 1990

The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 

rose 0.5 percent before seasonal adjustment in February to 
a level of 128.0 (1982-84 = 100). For the 12-month period 
ended in February, the CPI-U increased 5.3 percent.

The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W) increased 0.4 percent in February 
prior to seasonal adjustment. The February 1990 CPI-W level 
of 126.4 was 5.2 percent higher than the index in February 
1989.

CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPi-U)

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.5 percent 
in February. This follows an increase of 1.1 percent in 
January and compares with an average monthly rise of 0.4 
percent in 1989. About two-fifths of the February advance 
in the overall CPI-U was due to an increase in the index for 
apparel and upkeep, reflecting an earlier than usual introduc
tion of higher-priced spring and summer clothing. The energy 
component, which advanced sharply in January, turned down 
in February—declining 0.7 percent. Food prices continued 
to increase—up 0.5 percent in February—but by substantially 
less than in January. Excluding food and energy, the CPI-U 

rose 0.5 percent in February, largely because of the accelera
tion in clothing prices.

The food and beverage index rose 0.5 percent in February. 
Grocery store food prices, which advanced 2.9 percent in 
January, increased 0.5 percent in February. The index for 
fruits and vegetables rose 0.9 percent, following a 
10.2-percent increase in the preceding month. Increases in

prices for fresh vegetables and processed fruits and vegetables 
more than offset a decline in fresh fruit prices. The advance 
in fresh vegetable prices largely reflects a further jump in 
tomato prices—up 30.7 percent in February and 129.4 per
cent in the first 2 months of 1990. The index for meats, 
poultry, fish, and eggs advanced 0.6 percent in February. 
Prices for beef, pork, poultry, and fish and seafood all in
creased substantially in February. These increases were par
tially offset by a 9.3-percent drop in egg prices, which had 
risen 15.4 percent in the 3-month period ended in January. 
The index for dairy products continued to advance, rising 
0.9 percent in February and 10.8 percent during the past 6 
months. The other two components of the food and beverage 
index—restaurant meals and alcoholic beverages—rose 0.5 
and 0.6 percent, respectively.

The housing component increased 0.2 percent in February, 
following a 0.7-percent advance in January. The index for 
household fuels and other utilities declined 0.6 percent in 
February after increasing 2.0 percent in January and was 
primarily responsible for the moderation. Fuel oil prices, 
which advanced 26.3 percent in January, declined a record 
18.7 percent in February. Charges for natural gas declined 
0.2 percent, while the index for electricity increased 0.9 per
cent. Among other utilities and public services, the index 
for telephone services rose 0.3 percent as increases in local 
service charges more than offset declines in long-distance 
rates. The index for cable television advanced 1.8 percent 
in February and has increased 4.8 percent the last 3 months. 
A smaller increase in shelter costs—up 0.2 percent in 
February—also contributed to the moderation in the housing

Table A. Percent changes in CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)

Expenditure category

Seasonally adjusted Unadjusted

Changes from preceding month Compound 
annual rate 
3-months 

ended 
February 

1990

12-months
ended

February
1990

1989 1990

August September October November December January February

All i te m s ............................................ 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.4 1.1 0.5 8.2 5.3
Food and beverages.............................. .3 .2 .4 .5 .4 1.8 .5 11.5 6.7
H ou s in g ..................................................... .2 .2 .4 .4 .4 .7 .2 5.2 4.1
Apparel and u p k e e p .............................. -1 .2 1.5 .7 .0 -.3 .0 3.3 12.3 4.4
T ransporta tion .......................................... -1 .0 -.3 .5 .1 .3 2.1 .3 11.3 4.9
Medical c a r e ............................................ .8 .7 .7 .8 .6 .6 .8 8.3 8.5
Entertainment .......................................... .3 .4 .5 .2 .4 .6 .4 5.7 4.9
Other goods and services..................... .8 .0 .7 .3 .8 .8 .6 9.0 7.4
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Table B. Percent changes in CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPl-W)

Expenditure category

Seasonally adjusted Unadjusted

Changes from preceding month Compound 
annual rate 
3-months 

ended 
February 

1990

12-months
ended

February
1990

1989 1990

August September October November December January February

All i te m s ............................................ -0.1 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.1 0.5 8.3 5.2

Food and beverages.............................. .2 .3 .3 .6 .4 1.7 .6 11.5 6.7

H ou s in g ...................................................... .2 .2 .3 .4 .4 .6 .2 5.0 4.0

Apparel and u p k e e p .............................. -1 .0 1.3 .6 .1 -.4 -.1 2.9 9.8 4.0

Transpo rta tion .......................................... -1 .0 -.3 .5 -.1 .4 2.2 .3 11.7 4.9

Medical c a r e ............................................ .8 .7 .7 .8 .5 .7 .6 7.7 8.2

Entertainment .......................................... .3 .4 .6 .2 .4 .5 .3 5.1 4.8

Other goods and services..................... .7 .1 .6 .3 .9 .7 .7 9.6 7.6

component. Within shelter, homeowners’ costs declined 0.1 
percent, while renters’ costs rose 0.8 percent, and maintenance 
and repair costs increased 0.3 percent. This large increase 
in renters’ costs resulted from a 3.1-percent increase in lodging 
while out of town. Residential rents rose 0.1 percent. The 
index for household furnishings and operations increased 0.6 
percent in February.

Transportation costs, which rose 2.1 percent in January, 
recorded a 0.3-percent increase in February. A substantially 
smaller rise in the index for motor fuels—up 0.2 percent in 
February after increasing 8.2 percent in January—and a 
decline in automobile purchase costs were responsible for 
the moderation. The index for new cars declined 0.2 per
cent and automobile finance charges dropped 0.9 percent. 
Used car prices, down 1.1 percent in February, declined for 
the third consecutive month. On the other hand, the indexes 
for automobile insurance and public transportation registered 
large increases in February—up 1.0 and 1.9 percent, respec
tively. The advance in public transportation costs was primarily 
the result of a 2.5-percent increase in airline fares.

The index for apparel and upkeep, which was unchanged

in January, registered a record 3.3-percent increase in 
February. The introduction of higher priced seasonal wear, 
particularly women’s clothing—up 5.8 percent—was respon
sible for the advance. The index for apparel services rose 
0.4 percent in February, following a 0.8-percent increase 
in January.

Entertainment costs, which rose 0.6 percent in January, 
increased 0.4 percent in February. About one-third of this 
increase was due to a 1.3-percent increase in fees for club 
memberships.

The index for other goods and services advanced 0.6 per
cent in February, following increases of 0.8 percent in each 
of the 2 preceding months. Prices for tobacco products— 
up 0.5 percent in February—rose substantially less than in 
December and January.

CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers
(CPI-W)

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage 
Earners and Clerical Workers rose 0.5 percent in February.
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Price Movements 
April 1990

The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 

rose 0.2 percent before seasonal adjustment in April to a level 
of 128.9 (1982-84 = 100). For the 12-month period ended 
in April, the CPI-U increased 4.7 percent.

The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W) increased 0.2 percent in April prior 
to seasonal adjustment. The April 1990 CPI-W level of 127.3 
was 4.5 percent higher than the index in April 1989.

CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPi-u)

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.2 percent 
in April. This rise follows increases of 1.1 percent in January 
and 0.5 percent in both February and March. While the 
moderation in April was broad-based, the slowdown was 
most evident in those components largely responsible for the 
first quarter rise—food, energy, and apparel. Food prices 
declined 0.2 percent in April, primarily as a result of a sharp 
drop in fresh vegetable prices. Energy prices, which increased 
sharply in January, declined in April for the third consecutive 
month, as a decrease in the index for household fuels more 
than offset a small increase in prices for motor fuels. The 
index for apparel and upkeep rose slightly in April, after ad
vancing sharply in both February and March.

For the first 4 months of 1990, the CPI-U advanced at a 
6.8-percent seasonally adjusted annual rate.

The food and beverages index registered its first decrease 
since July 1987, declining 0.2 percent in April. Grocery store 
food prices fell 0.7 percent, reflecting declines in the indexes 
for fruits and vegetables and dairy products. Fresh vegetable

prices declined 15.5 percent in April and have dropped 19.8 
percent in the past 2 months, partially offsetting the 29.2- 
percent rise in the first 2 months of the year. In April, prices 
for fresh fruits rose 0.4 percent and those for processed fruits 
and vegetables increased 0.8 percent. The index for dairy 
products—down 1.3 percent in April—declined for the se
cond consecutive month after advancing 10.8 percent in the 
preceding 6-month period. Partially offsetting the above men
tioned declines were increases of 0.9 and 0.8 percent, respec
tively, in the indexes for cereal and bakery products and 
meats, poultry, fish, and eggs. In the latter group, beef and 
pork prices rose 1.1 and 1.5 percent, respectively, while 
poultry prices declined 2.0 percent. The other two com
ponents of the food and beverage index—restaurant meals 
and alcoholic beverages—increased 0.5 and 0.3 percent, 
respectively.

The housing index increased 0.1 percent in April, follow
ing a 0.5-percent rise in March. Shelter costs, which rose 
0.7 percent in March, increased 0.2 percent in April. Within 
shelter, renters’ and homeowners’ costs rose 0.1 and 0.3 per
cent, respectively, while maintenance and repair costs were 
unchanged. The index for fuel and other utilities declined 
0.5 percent as a decrease in fuel prices more than offset a 
small increase in the index for other utilities and public ser
vices. Fuel oil prices—down 0.6 percent in April—have now 
declined for 3 consecutive months and are at virtually the 
same level as last December. In April, charges for electricity 
rose 0.2 percent, while those for natural gas dropped 3.0 
percent, their largest decline in nearly 3 years. Among other 
utilities and public services, the index for garbage and trash

Table A. Percent changes in CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)

Expenditure category

Seasonally adjusted Unadjusted

Changes from preceding month Compound 
annual rate 
3-months 

ended 
April 
1990

12-months
ended
April
1990

1989 1990

October November December January February March April

All i te m s ............................................ 0.5 0.3 0.4 1.1 0.5 0.5 0.2 4.5 4.7

Food and beverages.............................. .4 .5 .4 1.8 .5 .4 -.2 2.8 5.6

H ou s in g ...................................................... .4 .4 .4 .7 .2 .5 .1 2.9 4.3
Apparel and u p k e e p .............................. .7 0 -.3 0 3.3 1.6 .1 21.7 4.8

T ransporta tion .......................................... .5 .1 .3 2.1 .3 -.1 .1 1.0 2.4

Medical c a r e ............................................. .7 .8 .6 .6 .8 .8 .8 9.8 8.9
Entertainment .......................................... .5 .2 .4 .6 .4 .4 .4 4.7 4.8

Other goods and services..................... .7 .3 .8 .8 .6 .6 .4 6.9 7.7
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Table B. Percent changes in CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W)

Expenditure category

Seasonally adjusted Unadjusted

Changes from preceding month Compound 
annual rate 
3-months 

ended 
April 
1990

12-months
ended
April
1990

1989 1990

October November December January February March April

All i te m s ............................................ 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.1 0.5 0.4 0.1 3.9 4.5
Food and beverages.............................. .3 .6 .4 1.7 .6 .3 -.2 3.1 5.7
H ou s in g ..................................................... .3 .4 .4 .6 .2 .5 0 2.6 4.1
Apparel and u p ke e p .............................. .6 .1 -  .4 -.1 2.9 1.9 .5 23.1 4.8
T ransporta tion .......................................... .5 -.1 .4 2.2 .3 -.3 .2 .3 1.8
Medical c a r e ............................................ .7 .8 .5 .7 .6 .6 .8 8.7 8.6
Entertainment .......................................... .6 .2 .4 .5 .3 .4 .5 4.7 4.6
Other goods and services..................... .6 .3 .9 .7 .7 .6 .5 7.2 7.8

collection recorded its fifth consecutive large increase. On 
the other hand, charges for cable television, which had risen 
6.1 percent in the preceding 4 months, declined 0.2 percent 
in April. The other major housing group—household fur
nishings and operations—was unchanged in April for the se
cond month in a row.

Transportation costs rose 0.1 percent in April, following 
a decrease of the same magnitude in March. A turnaround 
in gasoline prices—up 0.3 percent in April after declining 
1.4 percent in March—was principally responsible for the 
upturn. Unlike fuel oil prices, gasoline prices have not fallen 
back to their pre-January level. Following a 7.7-percent ad
vance in January, gasoline prices have declined 0.3 percent 
in the 3 months ended in April. Automobile purchase costs 
declined for the third consecutive month. The index for new 
vehicles declined 0.2 percent, and automobile finance charges 
dropped 0.7 percent. Used car prices declined for the fifth 
consecutive month—down 0.6 percent in April. The index 
for public transportation—up 0.9 percent in April—has ad
vanced 6.5 percent in the first 4 months of 1990, principally 
due to the increases in airline fares.

The index for apparel and upkeep rose 0.1 percent in April, 
following sharp increases in the preceding 2 months. Clothing 
prices were unchanged in April as a decline in prices for 
women’s wear offset price increases for other apparel com

modities. The index for apparel services advanced 0.8 
percent.

The medical care component rose 0.8 percent in April to 
a level of 8.9 percent above a year ago. The indexes for 
medical care commodities—prescription drugs, nonprescrip
tion drugs, and medical supplies—and medical care services 
also increased 0.8 percent. Within medical care services, 
charges for professional medical services and hospital and 
related services each advanced 0.7 percent.

Entertainment costs rose 0.4 percent in April, the same 
as in each of the preceding 2 months. Increases in the in
dexes for admissions (to movies, theaters, concerts, operas, 
other musical events, and sporting events) and fees for par
ticipant sports—up 1.3 and 1.1 percent, respectively— 
accounted for over 70 percent of the April entertainment 
advance.

The 0.4-percent rise in the April index for other goods 
and services was the smallest monthly increase since 
November. Almost 40 percent of this increase was accounted 
for by a 1.0-percent advance in the index for personal care.

CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers
(CPI-W)

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage 
Earners and Clerical Workers rose 0.1 percent in April.
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