
Released March *31, 1964 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington, D. C. 20210 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR FEBRUARY 1964 

•The initial report on the revised Consumer Price Index which has been: 
:updated to reflect the buying patterns of wage earners and clerical : 
:workers in the 1960

f

s was published for January 1964. The first set : 
:of tables (A-l etc.) presents the new index series covering both : 
:families and single workers living alone. The analysis contained in : 
:the text of this report is based on these tables. Table B-l presents: 
:a new index series for families only (excluding single workers). : 
:Both series A and series B have been linked to the old series as of : 
:December 1963 to provide continuous series. The old series, pre- : 
:sented in the third set of tables (C-l etc.), will be discontinued : 
:after June 1964. Documents describing the new index series and the : 
:major differences between them and the old series are available on : 
:request. Tables containing more detailed data will be available : 
:about April 14. : 

Refunds on gas utility bills and lower prices for gasoline caused 
a decline of 0.1 percent in the Consumer Price Index in February, the United States 
Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. Used car prices also 
went down, but food prices, rents, and homeownership costs were somewhat higher, and 
consumer service prices continued to rise. 

The February index, at 107.6 (1957-59=100), was 1.4 percent above a 
year ago. Prices of most consumer goods and services increased over the year, with the 
exception of meats and gas utility rates. 

TRANSPORTATION Costs of private transportation dropped by 0.7 percent in February, 
largely because of renewed competitive reductions in gasoline prices 

in several cities. Used car prices were down 0.5 percent, following their usual mid-
winter pattern. 

GAS UTILITIES The cost of residential gas service dropped by an average of 3% percent 
for the country as a whole, as substantial refunds were made to custo-

mers, especially on the West Coast. A rate reduction was put into effect in New York. 

FOOD Food prices edged up by 0.2 percent, primarily as a result of higher 
prices for fresh fruits and vegetables. Prices of bananas climbed 5 

percent, as imports declined, and apple prices rose by 4 percent in response to heavy 
demand. Orange prices were about 1 percent lower. Prices of fresh vegetables advanced 
by more than 1% percent, as a result of adverse weather conditions which were responsible 
for price increases 'for cucumbers, cabbage, and green peppers. Potato prices also were 
higher, but prices of tomatoes and carrots declined as production increased seasonally. 

Egg prices fell more than 4 percent in February, as supplies increased 
seasonally. Prices of sugar advanced 2 percent and coffee prices jumped by more than 4 
percent. 

OTHER GOODS Costs of medical care continued to climb, mostly because of advances 
AND SERVICES in charges for professional services and hospital room rates. Increases 

in prices of film developing and motion picture admissions caused costs 
of recreational services to go up in February. Prices for women's apparel rose 0.4 per-
cent, as many items returned to regular prices following mid-winter special sales, but 
prices were off a little for footwear, men's clothing, and girls' apparel. 
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COST-OF-LIVING Based on quarterly reviews of the "old series" national index for 
ADJUSTMENTS February, about 100,000 workers will receive cost-of-living increases 

of 1 cent an hour. Of these, 85,000 are employed in the aerospace 
and 6,000 in the chemical industries. 

In addition, 2,600 public transit workers will receive a 1-cent 
increase, based on the Washington, D. C. index and the allowances of 4,000 food pro-
cessing workers will be reduced 1 cent an hour, based on the Detroit index. 
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Released April 30, 1964 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington, D. C. 20210 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR MARCH 1964 

:The initial report on the revised Consumer Price Index, which has been : 
:updated to reflect the buying patterns of wage earners and clerical workers: 
:in the 1960

f

s, was published for January 1964. The first set of tables : 
:(A-l etc.) presents the new index series covering both families and single : 
:workers living alone. The analysis contained in the text of this report is: 
:based on these tables. Table B-l presents a new index series for families : 
:only (excluding single workers). Both series A and series B have been : 
:linked to the old series as of December 1963 to provide continuous series. : 
:The old series, presented in the third set of tables (C-l etc.), will be : 
discontinued after June 1964. Documents describing the new index series : 
:and the major differences between them and the old series are available : 
son request. 

The Consumer Price Index moved up by 0.1 percent in March, as lower 
food prices failed to offset price advances for most other consumer items, the U.S. 
Department of Labor

f

s Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. The March index, at 
107.7 (1957-59=100), was 1.4 percent higher than a year ago because of price increases 
over the past year for most consumer goods and services, except meats. 

HOUSING Housing costs were up by 0.2 percent in March, largely because gas 
bills for West Coast customers began to return to regular levels 

following substantial refunds in February. Taxes and insurance on real estate continued 
to advance, and prices of furniture and floor coverings increased. Residential rents 
were unchanged on the average. 

HEALTH AND Costs of health care and recreation advanced by 0.2 percent, with 
RECREATION most of the increase resulting from higher fees for professional and 

hospital services and charges for some recreation items. Prices of 
newspapers and magazines went up, and golf fees and motion picture admissions were 
increased. Prices also were higher for toilet goods and for barber and beauty shop 
services. 

FOOD Prices of most foods were lower in March, causing the food index to 
decline by 0.3 percent. The largest price decreases were for meats 

and eggs. 

All cuts of beef and most cuts of pork and other meats were cheaper 
in March, with continued plentiful supplies and some slackening in demand. Pork prices 
dropped for the seventh consecutive month, and prices of poultry and fish also declined. 

Egg prices dropped 8 percent as supplies continued to increase. 
Sugar prices fell more than 3 percent, but prices of coffee continued upward with an 
increase of about 6 percent. 

Prices of fruits and vegetables rose by 1.1 percent in March, largely 
because of damage to some vegetable crops by the mid-January freeze in Florida, partic-
ularly cucumbers and celery. Higher prices also were reported for potatoes, tomatoes, 
and apples, but seasonal increases in production brought lower prices for cabbage, lettuce, 
and carrots. 
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OTHER GOODS Transportation costs rose 0.3 percent, largely because of higher 
AND SERVICES prices for gasoline. Used car prices also advanced, but dealers

1 

prices for new cars were a little lower. 

Apparel prices were up by 0.2 percent, with most of the increase in 
prices of women's clothing. 

COST-OF-LIVING Based on quarterly reviews of the "old series" national index for 
ADJUSTMENTS March, about 32,000 workers--including 25,000 in the aircraft 

industry—are scheduled to receive increases of 1 cent an hour. In 
addition, about 25,000 workers are scheduled to receive increases of one-haIf

9
 1, or 2 cents 

an hour, based on reviews of "old series" indexes for Baltimore, New York, and Los Angeles, 
respectively. 
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Released Hay 28, 1964 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington, D. C. 20210 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR APRIL 1964 

:The initial report on the revised Consumer Price Index, which has been 
:updated to reflect the buying patterns of wage earners and clerical workers: 
:in the 1960's, was published for January 1964. The first set of tables 
:(A-1 etc.) presents the new index series covering both families and single : 
:workers living alone. The analysis contained in the text of this report is: 
:based on these tables. Table B-l presents a new index series for families : 
:only (excluding single workers). Both series A and series B have been : 
:linked to the old series as of December 1963 to provide continuous series. : 
:The old series, presented in the third set of tables (C-l etc.), will be : 
:discontinued after June 1964. Documents describing the new index series : 
:and the major differences between them and the old series are available on : 
: request. ^ 

The Consumer Price Index rose 0.1 percent in April, because of higher 
prices for most consumer services, used cars, and apparel, the United States Department 
of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. Food prices were steady, and 
housing costs were slightly lower. 

At 107.8 percent of its 1957-59 average, the April index was 1.5 
percent higher than a year ago. Prices of most consumer items had advanced over the 
year, except for meats, eggs, and fuel oil. 

HEALTH AND An increase of 0.3 percent in costs of health care and recreation in 
RECREATION April resulted from higher prices for such recreational services as 

movie admissions and golf greens fees, and continuing increases in 
medical fees and hospital service charges. Prices also were higher for newspapers and 
tobacco products, but lower prices were reported for television receivers. Health care 
and recreation costs have risen by nearly 2% percent during the past year. 

FOOD Food prices averaged unchanged in April, but were 1.3 percent above a 
year ago. Prices of meats, poultry, and fish reached their lowest 

level since February 1960 and egg prices were down by 5% percent from a year ago. Prices 
of milk declined seasonally and sugar prices dropped by nearly 4 percent. 

Fresh vegetable prices declined in April for the first time during 
1964, averaging 4% percent lower with prices of lettuce, cucumbers, asparagus, and celery 
off sharply. On the other hand, potato and tomato prices went up because unfavorable 
weather in March delayed the growth of early spring crops. 

Fresh fruit prices averaged nearly 8 percent higher in April as 
strawberries returned to the market at prices substantially above those prevailing at the 
close of last season and prices of apples and oranges advanced. Banana prices also were 
higher, due to reduced imports, and coffee prices increased by nearly 4 percent. 

OTHER GOODS Apparel prices rose 0.3 percent over the month, chiefly as a result 
AND SERVICES of increases for men*s suits and slacks. Used car prices rose by 

more than 1 percent, following their usual seasonal pattern. Higher 
premiums for automobile insurance were reported in several areas, but prices of gasoline 
and new cars were lower. 
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Lower costs of homeownership and seasonal reductions in fuel oil 
prices brought slightly lower housing costs, in spite of increases in rents and higher 
charges for gas, marking the end of special refunds on the West Coast* Housekeeping 
service costs went up because of the April 1 increase in parcel post rates. 

COST-OF-LIVING As a result of- the national "old series" index, more than 1 million 
ADJUSTMENTS workers will receive increases of 1 cent an hour, based on quarterly 

reviews. Of these, 800,000 are in the automobile and auto parts 
industries; 100,000 in the farm and construction equipment industries; 65,000 in the 
aerospace industries; and 45,000 in miscellaneous metalworking industries. 
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Released June 26, 1964 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington, D. C. 20210 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR MAY 1964 

:The initial report on the revised Consumer Price Index, which has been : 
jupdated to reflect the buying patterns of wage earners and clerical workers: 
:in the 1960

f

s, was published for January 1964. The first set of tables : 
:(A-1, etc.) presents the new index series covering both families and single : 
:workers living alone. The analysis contained in the text of this report is: 
:based on these tables. Table B-l presents a new index series for families : 
:only (excluding single workers). Both series A and series B have been : 
:linked to the old series as of December 1963 to provide continuous series. : 
:The old series, presented in the third set of tables (C-l,etc.), will be : 
:discontinued after June 1964. Documents describing the new index series : 
:and the major differences between them and the old series are available on : 
: request. 

The Consumer Price Index in May remained at its April level of 107.8 
(1957-59=100), the United States Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics announced 
today. Slightly lower prices for food and housing offset fractional advances for most 
other types of consumer goods and services. 

In the past year the index rose 1.5 percent, reflecting higher prices 
for most consumer items, except meats, bread, and fuel oil. 

FOOD Food prices declined 0.2 percent in May, primarily because of lower 
prices of eggs and meats. Egg prices dropped seasonally as produc-

tion reached record high levels. Prices of most types of meats were lower, with abundant 
supplies of beef and pork, but lamb and cold cuts were up a little. 

Prices of fruits and vegetables remained unchanged as reductions in 
vegetable prices offset generally higher prices for fruits. Prices were substantially 
lower for cucumbers, celery, asparagus, lettuce, and tomatoes, but potato prices advanced 
as early spring production was greatly reduced. Among fresh fruits, prices of apples, 
bananas, and grapefruit advanced, while strawberry prices dropped as supplies became more 
plentiful. 

Dairy products prices were 0.2 percent lower, with seasonally higher 
milk production. Sugar prices also declined, but coffee prices were higher, both changes 
reflecting the world supply situation. 

HOUSING The housing cost index declined by 0.1 percent, largely because of 
lower homeownership costs. Fuel oil prices were seasonally lower. 

Prices of textile housefurnishings declined, reflecting reductions for May "white sales" 
and appliance prices also were lower. Residential rents were unchanged. Costs of main-
tenance and repair of owner-occupied dwellings were up. 

OTHER GOODS Transportation costs increased by 0.1 percent, largely because of 
AND SERVICES higher prices for used cars and gasoline. Selling prices of new cars 

declined as dealers increased their concessions. 

Apparel prices increased 0.1 percent with small advances for most 
types of apparel except children's shoes which declined slightly. 
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Costs of health care and recreation edged up by 0.1 percent, 
reflecting slight advances in fees for professional medical and hospital services, barber 
and beauty shop services, and prices of newspapers. Prices of recreational equipment 
were lower. 

COST-OF-LIVING Based on the national index for May, about 190,000 workers are 
ADJUSTMENTS scheduled to receive increases of 1 cent an hour, including 90,000 

aerospace workers, 80,000 in meatpacking industries, and 20,000 in 
various other industries. 

In addition, 2,600 transit workers are scheduled to receive 1/2 cent 
an hour, based on the quarterly change in the index for Washington, D. C.; and 2,500 drug-
store clerks will receive 8 cents an hour, based on the annual change in the Los Angeles 
index. 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

May 1964



Released July 31, 1964 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington, D. C. 20210 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR JUNE 1964 

:The initial report on the Revised Consumer Price Index, which has been: 
:updated ta fceflectj the buying patterns of wage earners and clerical : 
:workers in the 1960Ms

1

, was published for January 1964. The first set : 
:of tabled ^A^L, etc.). presents the new index series covering both fami-: 
:lies and single workers living alone. The analysis contained in the : 
:text of this report is based on these tables. Table B-l presents a : 
:new index series for families only (excluding single workers). Both : 
:series A and series B have been linked to the old series as of : 
:December 1963 to provide continuous series. The old series, presented: 
:in the third set of tables (C-l, etc.). will be discontinued after June : 
:1964. Documents describing the new index series and the major differ-: 
:ences between them and the old series are available on request. ^ 

The Consumer Price Index rose by 0.2 percent in June, the United 
States Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. Seasonally 
higher prices for food were chiefly responsible for the increase. Housing and trans-
portation costs also advanced over the month. 

At 108.0 percent of its 1957-59 average, the June index was 1.3 
percent higher than a year ago. Prices of most consumer goods and services have 
advanced over the year, except for meats, eggs, sugar, fuel oil, and new cars. 

FOOD Food prices rose seasonally by 0.7 percent in June, primarily 
because of higher prices for fresh fruits and vegetables. Smaller 

increases were reported for poultry and coffee. 

Prices of fresh fruits and vegetables advanced 7.1 percent mainly 
because of a sharp rise in potato prices, reflecting continued short supplies of old-
crop potatoes in storage and delays in spring and summer crops due to adverse weather 
conditions. Prices of lettuce, cabbage, cucumbers, carrots, green peppers, and spin-
ach also advanced as their development was retarded by cool weather in the West and 
drought in the East. Watermelons returned to the market at prices substantially 
higher than at the end of last season, and apple prices rose seasonally. Grapefruit 
prices advanced as supplies diminished because the Florida harvest neared completion. 
Prices of tomatoes, strawberries and bananas were lower in June, when supplies became 
more plentiful. 

Poultry prices advanced, reflecting strong demand, and pork 
products also rose in price after a 9-month decline. Prices of most cuts of beef 
continued their decline. Coffee prices continued to rise, but eggs, sugar, and 
frozen fruit drink concentrates were lower. 

HOUSING Housing costs advanced 0.2 percent, chiefly as a result of higher 
home ownership costs and a slight increase in rents. Fuel prices 

dropped seasonally. 

OTHER GOODS Transportation costs rose 0.1 percent in June, largely because of 
AND SERVICES continuing seasonal increases in used car prices. Dealer's sell-

ing prices of new cars declined somewhat, and gasoline prices 
averaged slightly lower. 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

June 1964



Prices of apparel and health care and recreation were unchanged 
over the month, on the average. 

COST-OF-LIVING About 55,000 workers, mostly in aircraft manufacturing and inter-
ADJUSTMENTS state bus transportation, are scheduled to receive increases of 

1 cent an hour, based on the quarterly change in the national 
index. In addition 1,800 transit workers are scheduled for an increase of 1 cent an 
hour, based on the quarterly change in the Baltimore index. 
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Released August 28, 1964 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington, D.C. 20210 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR JULY 1964 

The Consumer Price Index rose by 0.3 percent in July, the United 
States Department of Labors Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. Sharp 
increases in prices of meats and fresh fruits and vegetables were primarily responsible 
for the increase. Costs of transportation and health and personal care also rose over 
the month, while apparel prices were lower. 

At 108.3 percent of its 1957-59 average, the July index was 1.1 
percent higher than a year ago. Most consumer goods and services have advanced in 
price since July 1963, except for meats, eggs, sugar, fuel oil, and household durables. 

FOOD A sharp rise in meat prices was chiefly responsible for an 0.9 
percent increase in the food index over the month. Higher prices 

for fresh fruits and vegetables and eggs were also reported in July. 

Meat prices averaged 2.4 percent higher as substantial increases 
were reported for most beef and fresh pork items. This reflects partly normal seasonal 
movements, and partly the effects of Government and industry programs to promote con-
sumption. Pork prices continued their seasonal upward trend and poultry prices also 
advanced. Despite the rise, meat prices were still 1.4 percent below year-ago levels. 

Fruit and vegetable prices rose 1.7 percent in July. Adverse 
weather conditions accentuated the usual seasonal decline in marketings of potatoes, 
celery, and tomatoes, while seasonal declines in supply resulted in higher prices for 
apples and oranges. Prices of lettuce, cucumbers, and green peppers declined in July, 
reflecting increased supplies. 

TRANSPORTATION Transportation costs rose 0.2 percent over the month, largely 
because of seasonally higher prices for gasoline and increases in 

automobile insurance rates in a number of areas. New car prices declined 0.2 percent 
as some dealers with sizeable inventories offered higher concessions. 

OTHER GROUPS Costs of health care and recreation rose by 0.2 percent, with 
higher fees for medical and hospital services, toiletries and 

personal care services, and tobacco products. 

The index of housing costs was unchanged, on the average, as lower 
prices for housefurnishings, fuel oil, and electricity offset increased costs of home-
ownership and housekeeping supplies and services. 

Apparel prices declined 0.2 percent largely because of seasonal 
markdowns on summer wear. 

COST-OF-LIVING Information is not available on cost-of-living escalator adjust-
ADJUSTMENTS ments that will result from the July index. Several major 

companies have cost-of-living escalator clauses that provide for 
adjustments effective in September, but reportedly they have not yet decided how these 
clauses will be interpreted, because they are tied to the old series index which is no 
longer published. 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

July 1964



2 

OTHER BASES The Consumer Price Index for July 1964 and the purchasing power of 
the consumer dollar on the bases of 1947-49 and 1939 are shown 

below: 

Base Index 
Purchasing 

power 

1947-49=100 (or $1.00) 
1939=100 (or $1.00) 

132.9 
223.6 

$0,752 
.447 

:The first set of the attached tables (A-l etc.) presents the new index series, 
•.covering both single workers living alone and families. The analysis contained in 
:this report is based on these tables. Table B-l presents a new index series for 
:families only (excluding single workers). The old series index, U.S. city average, 
:was discontinued after June 1964. However, indexes for several cities will be pub-
:lished on the old basis for a short time. These are shown on Table C-l. 
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Released September 30. 1° 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington, D. C. 20210 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR AUGUST 1964 

The Consumer Price Indbex decreased by 0. i percent in August, the 
United States Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. Lower 
prices for fruits and vegetables were largely responsible for the decline, but prices 
of women's apparel and automobiles also were lower. Costs of homeownership went up. 

At 106t2 percent of its 1957-59 average, the August index was 1.0 
percent higher than a year ago. A11hougli most consumer goods and services have advanced 
in price since August 1963, prices have declined for several food items, new cars, fuel 
oil, and household durables. 

FOOD A drop in prices of fresh fruits and vegetables caused a 0.3 percent 
decline in food costs in August. Seasonal increases in supplies 

brought sharply lower prices for potatoes, grapes, tomatoes, green peppers, apples, and 

celery. The decline in potato prices was the first since last November. 

Meat prices advanced by 0.7 percent, as further increases were 
reported for nearly all cuts of fresh beef and pork. Demand for beef remained strong 
and prices of pork products continued to rise in response to reduced supp1ies. How-
ever, prices of meats still averaged moderately lower than a year ago. 

On the whole, food prices in August were up by 0.8 percent from a 
year ago. Prices of potatoes, even after the sharp August drop, were over 30 percent 
above last year, and coffee was up almost 25 percent. However, prices of several food 
items were below their levels of August 1963, including sugar and some fresh fruits and 
vegetables in addition to meats. 

HOUSING Housing costs rose 0. 1 percent in August because of higher costs 

for homeownership and increases in rents and electric rates in 

some areas. 

OTHER GROUPS Prices of women's apparel declined, as a result of seasonal close-

outs for summer wear and clearances for hosiery and lingerie. 
Transportation costs also were lower, as declines in prices of new and used cars more 
than offset a rise in gasoline prices. Medical care costs rose again mostly on the 
basis of further increases in doctors' and dentists' fees. 

COST-OF-LIVING Full information is not available on cost-of-living escalator 
ADJUSTMENTS adjustments that will result from the August index. Approximately 

165,000 workers are covered by cost-of-living escalator clauses 

that provide for adjustments tied to the National Consumer Price Index for August, but 

reportedly, decisions have not yet been reached at a number of major companies as to 

how these clauses will be interpreted in view of the fact that they are tied to the old 

index which is no longer published. 

Some 2,600 transit workers will receive an increase of 3 cents a^ 

based on the quarterly change in the index for Washington, D. C. 
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OTHER BASES The August Consumer Price Index and the purchasing power of the 
consumer dollar on the bases of 1947-49 and 1939 are shown below: 

Base Index 
Purchasing 

Power 

1947-49=100 (or $1.00) 
1939=100 (or $1.00) 

132.8 
223.4 

$0,753 
.448 

:The first set of the attached tables (A-l etc.) presents the new index series, 
:covering both single workers living alone and families. The analysis con-
t a i n e d in this report is based on these tables. Table B~1 presents a new 
:index series for families only (excluding single workers). The old series 
:index, U.S. city average, was discontinued after June 1964. However, indexes 
:for several cities will be published on the old basis for a short time. 
:These are shown on Table C-l. 
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Released October 30, 1964 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Sfcttcptitfft 
Washington, D. C. 20210 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR SEPTEMBER iSfr4 

The Consumer Price Index rose by percent in September, the 
United States Department of Laborfs Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. Prices 
were higher for food, housing, and apparel, while transportation costs declined. 

At 108.4 percent of its 1957-59 average, the September index was 
1.2 percent above a year ago. Prices of most consumer goods and services have advanced 
since September 1963, except new cars, sugar, fuel oil, household durables, and women's 
apparel. 

FOOD Food prices averaged 0.3 percent higher in September because of 
price increases for meats and eggs. Meat prices advanced 2.8 per-

cent with increases being reported for nearly all cuts of fresh beef and pork. Reduced 
market supplies and anticipation of temporary disruptions resulting from the plan of 
the National Farmers Organization to promote withholding of livestock from market in 
late August and early September were given as the causes of higher meat prices. Despite 
the increases reported in September, prices of meats averaged about the same as a year 
ago. Egg prices usually rise in September, as production declines seasonally. 

Fresh fruits and vegetables cost less in September, as seasonally 
abundant supplies brought sharply lower prices for potatoes, apples, grapes, tomatoes, 
and green peppers. However, prices of many fresh fruits and vegetables remained sig-
nificantly above a year ago, reflecting unfavorable weather conditions this year. Food 
prices as a whole averaged 1.7 percent higher than in September 1963. 

HOUSING Housing costs rose 0.2 percent in September, chiefly as a result of 
increased costs of homeownership. Smaller increases were reported 

for fuel oil and coal, textile housefurnishings, furniture, and housekeeping services 
and supplies. Residential rents were unchanged, on the average. 

APPAREL Apparel prices averaged 0.6 percent higher in September as wool 
apparel items, particularly women's coats, returned to the market 

at higher levels than last winter's end-of-season prices. Some of the increases also 
were attributed to higher wages which resulted from the recently negotiated agreements. 

OTHER GROUPS Transportation costs declined by 0.4 percent, as new car dealers 
offered increased price concessions at the end of the 1964 selling 

season, and gasoline prices declined. Lower prices for some drugs contributed to a 
slight decline in medical care costs. 

COST-OF-LIVING About 28,000 aircraft workers will receive an increase of one cent 
ADJUSTMENTS an hour, based on the quarterly change in the national index. Some 

7,000 electronics and instrument workers are due for a two-cent 
increase, based on the quarterly changes in the index for New York. About 25,000 addi-
tional workers are employed under contracts which may be adjusted as a result of the 
September index, but the Bureau has not been informed whether the contracting parties 
have adopted the new series index as a basis for such adjustments. 
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OTHER BASES The Consumer Price Index for September 1964 and the purchasing 
power of the consumer dollar on the bases of 1947-49 and 1939 are 

shown below: 

Base Index 
Purchasing 

Power 

1947-49=100 (or $1.00) 
1939=100 (or $1,00) 

133.0 
223.9 

$0,752 
.447 

:The first set of the attached tables (A-l etc.) presents the new index 
:series, covering both single workers living alone and families* The 
:analysis contained in this report is based on these tables. Table B-l 
:presents a new index series for families only (excluding single workers). 
:The old series index, U.S. city average, was discontinued after June 
:1964. However, indexes for several cities will be published on the old 
:basis for a short time. These are shown on Table C-l. 
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R e l e a s e d November 3 0 , 1 9 6 4 

U . S . OF LABOR 
of Labor Statistics 
ton, D. C. 20210 

PRICE FOR OCTOBER 1964 

rose by 0.I percent in October, the 
of Labor" Statistics announced today. Prices United States 

rose slightly for a 

At 108.5 percent of its 1957-59 average, the October 
just 1.2 percent above a year ago, representing a continuation of the moderate 
which has characterized consumer prices for the last several 

they had in 
percent from Octc 
automobile 

L 1 tion costs rose 0.5 percent m October, as 
smaller concessions on incoming 1965 models of new cars 

r 1963 levels. Gasoline prices declined seasonally, but higher 

e rates were reported in some 

OTHER PRICE 

report* 

Octc 

Housing costs rose 0.2 percent in October, chiefly because of 

prices advanced 0.3 percent as the usual fall 
;ially for women's wool apparel. Medical care costs rose again in 

e l 

FOOD price 

their 
0.3 percent lower in October, returning to 

it level. Fluctuations in meat prices were primarily 
;ible for the September increase in average food prices and the October decline. 

Pork prices were sharply lower in October, in response to higher production. Prices 
of most cuts of fresh beef also moved downward, as a result of seasonally increased 
supplies and anticipation of increased beef slaughter following tne end of the 
National Farmers' Organization withholding action early in the month. 

Egg prices declined in October reflecting increased supplies, 
contrary to their usual seasonal pattern. Prices of apples and potatoes dropped 
sharply, but, like most other fresh fruits and vegetables, were higher than a year 
ago, because of unfavorable weather conditions in some growing areas this year. Food 
prices as a whole averaged 1.9 percent above October 1963 levels. 

COST-OF-LIVING 
a b j u s t m e t ^ ^ 

Based on the national Consumer Price Index for Octc 

850,000 workers are scheduled to receive cost-of-living inci 

of 1 cent an hour. Of these, 725,000 are in the automobile 

try, 45,000 in farm equipment, and 80,000 in aerospace. An additional 200,000 workers 

in the automotive parts and farm equipment Industries are also covered by agreements 

providing for adjustments based on the October index, but details of these adjustments 

are not yet available, Cost-of-living allowances of 11,500 transit workers will be 

reduced by one-half cent an hour, based on the quarterly change in the index for 

Chicago. 
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OTHER BASES The Consumer Price Index for October 1964 and the purchasing 
power of the consumer dollar on the bases of 1947-49 and 1939 are 

shown below: 

Base Index 
Purchasing 

Power 

1947-49=100 (or $1.00) 
1939=100 (or $1.00) 

133.1 
224.1 

$ 0.751 
.446 

:The first set of the attached tables (A-l etc.) presents the new index 
:series, covering both single workers living alone and families. The 
:analysis contained in this report is based on these tables. Table B-l 
rpresents a new index series for families only (excluding single workers). 
:The old series index, U.S. city average, was discontinued after June 1964. 
:However, indexes for several cities will be published on the old basis 
:for a short time. These are shown on Table O 1 . 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

October 1964



Released December 30, 1964 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington„ D. C. 20210 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR NOVEMBER 1964 

The Consumer Price Index rose by 0.2 percent in November, the 
United State* Department of Labor1 a Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. The 
increase was caused in large part by higher prices for new and used cars and by sub-
stantial advances in automobile insurance premiums on 1965 models. Food prices aver-
aged slightly lower. At 108.7 percent of its 1957-39 average, the November over-all 
index was 1.2 percent, above a year ago. 

Housing costs increased in November, as both rents and homeowner-
ship costs continued to advance. Apparel prices also rosef and further increases in 
doctors1 and dentists1 fees were reported,, 

The increase in new car prices resulted from the shift to 1965 
models, on which dealers, as usual at the beginning of a. aodel year, offered smaller 
price concessions than those which bad prevailed in October on the remaining stocks 
of 1964 models. However, dealers1 selling prices in November still averaged 0./ per-
cent below a year ago, after allowance for quality improvements in the i965 models.. 

Used car prices usually decline in November, with the end of the 
summer driving season, but they went up last eonth, when low dealer stocks resulted 
from the lack of trade-ins on new cars which were unavailable because of strikes,. 

Food prices averaged slightly lower in November, as a result of 
price decreases for meats and fresh fruits. Nearly all cuts of fresh pork and beef 
were reduced as supplies continued to increase, while consumption was reduced some-
what oy consumer preference for turkey for the Thanksgiving holiday. Seasonally 
increased supplies also brought lower prices for bananas, citrus fruits, and apples. 

On the other hand, fresh vegetable prices averaged higher, chiefly 
as a result of sharp increases for green peppers and cucumbers, which were in sea-
sonally short supply, and potatoes, which rose in response to increased demand. 
Tomato prices also were higher as a result of the Florida hurricane which curtailed 
the fall crop, 

COST-OF-LIVING As a result of the national Consumer Price Index for November, 
ADJUSTMENTS 90,000 aerospace workers will receive an increase of 1 cent an 

hour, based on the quarterly change in the index; and 60,000 
meatpacking workers will receive an increase of 2 cents an hour, based on the semi-
annual index change. 

In addition, 2,900 transit workers will receive an increase of 
one-half cent an hour, based on the quarterly change in the index for Washington, D.C* 
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OTHER BASES 

arc shown below: 

The Consumer Price Index for November 1964 and the purchasing 
power of the consumer dollar on the bases of 1947-49 and 1939 

Base Index 
Purchasing 
Power 

1947-49=100 (or $1.00) 
1939=100 (or $1.00) 

133.4 
224.5 

$ 0.750 
.445 

:The first set of the attached tables (A-l etc.) presents 
:the new index series, covering both single workers living 
:alone and families. The analysis contained in this report 
:is based on these tables. The index series for families 
:only (excluding single workers), shown in table B-l, will 
:be discontinued after this issue. The old series index, 
:U.S. city average, was discontinued after June 1964. How-
sever, indexes for several cities will be published on the 
:old basis for a short time. These are shown in tables C-l 
:and C-2. 
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Released January 28, 1965 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington, D. C. 2021.2 

The Consumer Price Index rose by 0.1 percent in December, to 108.8 
(1957-59=100), the United States Department of Labor

1

s Bureau of Labor Statistics 
announced today. While prices for many consumer goods and services were up a little, 
the advance in living costs was caused mostly by higher prices for fresh vegetables, 
gasoline, and used cars. 

Limited supplies of tomatoes, lettuce, potatoes, and cabbage 
resulting from adverse weather conditions in many parts of the country brought sharply 
higher prices for these fresh vegetables. However, prices of oranges and other citrus 
fruits dropped substantially, as increased shipments from both Florida and California 
reached the market. Fresh beef, pork, and egg prices also declined. 

Price increases for gasoline and used cars together with higher 
public transportation fares caused a significant advance in transportation costs, in 
spite of a decline in new car prices reflecting larger dealer discounts. Housing costs 
also rose in December on the basis of a further small climb in rents and homeownership 
costs, and seasonally higher heating fuel prices. 

The December index was 1.1 percent above a year ago, continuing the 
moderate advance that has characterized consumer prices during the past several years. 
Prices rose slightly during 1964 on most items that consumers buy, except meats, eggs, 
sugar, household durables, new cars, and fuel oil. Increased charges for consumer 
services were again the major factor contributing to higher living costs, with the 
largest increases occurring in rates for hospital services, recreational services, and 
auto insurance premiums. 

COST-OF-LIVING Based on the quarterly change in the national Consumer Price Index, 
ADJUSTMENTS about 45,000 workers will receive an increase of 1 cent an hour in 

their cost-of-living allowances. These include 30,000 aerospace 
workers and 6,000 chemical workers. In addition, about 1,800 transit workers will 
receive a 2-cent-an-hour increase, based on the quarterly change in the index for 
Baltimore. 

OTHER BASES The Consumer Price Index for December 1964, 1964 annual averages, 
and the purchasing power of the consumer dollar on the bases of 

1947-49 and 1939 are shown below: 

^rchasinfi Power 
December Annual 

„ j 9 6 4 Average , 1964 Average, 

1947-49=100 (or $1.00) 133.5 132.6 $0,749 $0,754 
1939=100 (or $1.00) 224.7 223.2 .445 .448 

:The first set of the attached tables (A-l etc.) presents the new index 
:series, covering both single workers living alone and families. The ana1-: 
:ysis contained in this report is based on these tables. The index series : 
:for families only (excluding single workers) was discontinued after : 
:November 1964. The old series index, U.S. city average, was discontinued : 
:after June 1964. However, indexes for several cities will be published on: 
:the old basis for a short time. These are shown in Tables C-l and C-2. 
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