
Description of Major Industry Groups 
The following descriptions are intended as an aid 

to a more comprehensive interpretation of the data 
reported "by industry division and major industry group. 
For a more complete description of the 2-, 3~» and U-digit 
codes, reference should be made to the more complete 
Îndustrial Classification Code,*1 part 2 of volumes I and 
II, released by the Research and Statistics Division of 
the Bureau of Employment Security. Included in this des-
cription of the industry groups are many industries and 
establishments excluded from coverage, in varying degrees, 
by the various State laws because of the nature of the 
activity, such as agricultural service, domestic and mari-
time service, government employment, and service for cer-
tain nonprofit organizations. 
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DESCRIPTION OF MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUPS 

Major 
industry 
group cod© 
number 
10 

11 

12 

13 

ih 

Mining 
Metal mining — The extraction of metal ores 
from the earth; the dressing and benef iciating 
of ores regardless of whether the plants are 
located at the mine or elsewhere, or whether 
the plants are operated "by the mining enter-
prise or are operated "by independent con-
tractors; and mining contract services, such 
as removal of over-burden, tunnelling, dig-
ging, stripping, etc. 
Anthracite mining — The mining of anthracite 
coal from underground or surface mines, and 
the operation of anthracite breakers and pre-
paration plants. Anthracite mines are located 
only in the State of Pennsylvania, 
Bituminous and other soft-coal mining — The 
extraction, from underground and surface mines, 
of any type of coal except Pennsylvania anthra-
cite, such as bituminous coal and other soft-
coal varieties, and the operation of soft-coal 
breakers and preparation plants. 
Crude-petroleum and natural-gas production — 
The production of crude petroleum and natural 
gas from wells. Contract oil and gas-field 
service operations are also included. 
Nonmetallic mining and quarrying — The mining 
and quarrying of stone and nonmetallic min-
erals, such as sand and gravel, clays, ceramic 
and refractory minerals, and gypsum. The 
mining of rock salt and the mining of phosphate 
rock, pyrites, sulphur, and other nonmetallic 
minerals, used predominantly as raw materials 
in chemical manufacturing, are included in this 
group. The grinding and pulverizing of certain 
earths, rocks, or minerals, by establishments 
not engaged in mining or quarrying, is included 
in major grot?) 32. 
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Major 
industry 
group code 
number 

15 

16 

17 

Construction 
Building construction — general contractors — 
General contractors engaged in the construction 
of residential, farm, industrial, or public 
buildiigs. 
General contractors, other than building — Gen-
eral contractors engaged in engineering projects, 
such as highway and street construction; heavy 
construction, such as bridges, tunnels, docks, 
subways, and sewers; marine construction, such 
as dredging, underwater rock removal, and harbor 
and waterway construction; and the erection of 
structures and appurtenances other than buildings. 
Construction — special trade contractors — Sub-
contractors engaged in special trades in the 
field of construction, such as plumbing, painting, 
plastering, electrical work, and carpentering. 
Special trade contractors for the most part per-
form their work at the site of construction. Cer-
tain related services performed by repair shops, 
such as tinsmithing and electrical work, are 
included in major group 76• 

Manufacturing 
20 Food and kindred products — The manufacture of 

foods and beverages for human consumption, and 
certain related products such as artificial ice, 
chewing gum, and prepared feeds for animals and 
fowls. 

21 Tobacco manufactures — The manufacture of ciga-
rettes, cigars, smoking and chewing tobacco, and 
snuff. 

22 Textile-mill products — Establishments engaged 
in manufacturing cotton, silk, rayon, and woolen 
and worsted goods; knit goods; carpets, rugs, and 
other floor coverings; and miscellaneous textile 
goods. Also included are the dyeing and finishing 
of fibers, yarns, and cloths. 
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Major 
industry 
group code 
number 
23 Apparel and other finished products made from 

fab rics and similar materials — The production 
of clothing and other fabricated products by 
cutting up and sewing fabrics woven or knitted 
in other establishments. All types of textiles 
and furs are utilized as well as leather, rub-
ber, and other materials. Custom tailors and 
dressmakers, not operating on a factory basis, 
are not considered to be part of the manufac-
turing industries. 

2k Lumber and timber basic products — The pro-
duction of lumber and timber basic products in 
logging camps, sawmills, veneer mills, lathe 
mills, shingle mills, cooperage-stock mills, 
planing mills, and plywood mills. 

25 Furniture and finished lumber products — The 
manufacture of furniture made of wood or other 
materials; finished articles made entirely or 
mainly of wood or wood substitutes; articles 
related to those made of wood, such as mat-
tresses and studio couches; and the treatment 
of wood with creosote and other preservatives. 
Equipment specifically designed for use in 
beauty and barber shops, pianos, and wooden 
musical instruments, and iflooden toys and play-
ground equipment are included in major group 39• 

26 Paper and allied products — The manufacture 
of pulp primarily from wood, and from rags and 
other fibers; the conversion of these pulps 
into any kind of paper and paperboard; the 
manufacture of paper and paperboard into con-
verted paper products such as coated paper, 
paper bags, paper boxes, cards, and envelopes. 
Abrasive paper is included in major group 32; 
carbon paper in major group 37; and photosen-
sitized and blueprint paper in major group 39* 

27 Printing, publishing, and allied industries — 
Printing, publishing, lithographing, and 
engraving establishments, and establishments 
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performing services for the printing trades 
such as type-setting, photoengraving, electro-
typing, stereotyping, rotogravure, and book-
binding. This group includes publishers doing 
no printing, publishers doing their own printing, 
and printers doing no publishing. News syndi-
cates and duplicating services such as photo-
stating, blue printing, and mimeographing are 
included with business services in major group 
73-
Chemicals and allied products — The manufac-
ture of basic chemicals such as acids, alkalis, 
salts, and organic chemicals; semifinished 
chemical products to be used in further manu-
facturing , such as rayon yarns, plastic mate-
rials, crude animal and vegetable oils, dry 
colors and pigments; finished chemical products 
to be used for ultimate consumption, such as 
drugs, cosmetics, and soaps; or for use as 
materials or supplies in other industries, such 
as paints, fertilizers, and explosives. 
Products of petroleum and coal — The refining 
of petroleum and the manufacture of coke and 
coke-oven products, paving and roofing mate-
rials, and other products made from petroleum 
and coal. Establishments manufacturing and dis-
tributing gas to consumers are included in major 
industry group bS. 
Rubber product s — The manufacture from natural 
or synthetic rubber of such products as tires, 
rubber footwear, mechanical rubber goods, and 
rubber sundries. This group also includes 
establishments specializing in reclaiming rub-
ber or in retreading rubber tires. 
Leather and leather products — The tanning, 
currying, and finishing of hides and skins, 
and the manufacture of finished leather prod-
ucts and some similar articles made of fabric, 
such as shoes, luggage, pocketbooks, and hand-
bags. 
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Major 
industry 
group code 
number 
32 Stone, clay, and glass products — The manu-

facture of flat glass and glass containers, 
cement, structural clay products, pottery, 
concrete and gypsum products, cut-stone 
products, abrasive and asbestos products, etc. 
from materials principally taken from the earth 
in the form of stone, clay, and sand. 

33 Iron and steel and their products — The pro-
duction of crude iron and steel from ore or 
scrap; the rolling, forging, or drawing of 
crude iron and steel into semifinished prod-
ucts; and the fabricating of a great variety 
of finished iron and steel products. 
Transportation equipment (except automobiles) — 
The manufacture of equipment for transportation 
by air, land, and water. Establishments pro-
ducing automobiles are classified in major 
industry group 38. 

35 Nonferrous metals and their products — The 
primary and secondary smelting and refining 
and the alloying, rolling, and drawing of non-
ferrous metals, and the manufacture of nonfer-
rous metal products. Includes also the manu-
facture of ferrous and nonferrous sheet-metal 
products not elsewhere classified; electro-
plating, plating, and polishing, and engraving 
metal (except for printing purposes); and 
establishments engaged in lapidary work. 

* (The industry items in this major group were classified in 
major group 39 ia the 1937 edition of the code, 
since the use of code y\ during 1939 limited 
to but a few States data reported for major group 
34 were combined with major group 39• For those 
States which had not adopted code y\ for 19391 
some of the industries comprising this new major 
group may be included with other major groups, 
such as 36 (electric locomotives), 37 (aircraft 
engines), and 76 (boat and ship repair). 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

1939



Electrical machinery — The manufacture of any 
type of machinery, apparatus and supplies for 
the generation, storage, transmission, and trans-
formation of electric energy. The manufacture 
of household electrical appliances is also 
included in this group, "but machinery powered 
by built-in electric motors is classified in major 
group 37. 
Machinery (except electrical) — The manufacture 
of machinery and prime-movers other than electri-
cal equipment (major group 36). Machines that 
are powered by a built-in electric motor (washing 
machines, sewing machines, electric refrigerators, 
etc.) ordinarily are included in this group, but 
electrical household appliances (vacuum cleaners, 
electric fans, irons, mixers, etc.) are included 
in major group 36. 
Automobiles and automobile equipment — The manu-
facture of complete passenger automobiles, buses, 
and trucks; the manufacture of bodies and engines, 
and trailers for attachment to passenger cars and 
commercial vehicles. This group also includes 
the manufacture of parts and accessories exclu-
sively for use in motor vehicles, such as automo-
bile brakes and brake parts, clutches, differen-
tials and transmissions, and wheels. 
Miscellaneous manufacturing industries — The 
manufacture of a wide variety of products not 
included in other manufacturing major groups. The 
products fall into the following subclassifi-
cations: professional and scientific instruments, 
photographic apparatus, and optical goods; surgi-
cal and dental instruments, equipment and supplies; 
musical instruments; toys and sporting and athletic 
goods, etc.; pens, pencils, stencils, and artists1 
materials; buttons and buckles; costume jewelry 
and miscellaneous novelties; brooms and brushes; 
and other miscellaneous manufacturing industries. 
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Major 
industry-
group code 
number 

hi 

42 

Transportation, Communication, and Other 
fribllc U t i l i t i e s 

Street, suburban, and interurhan railways, and 
city and suburban "bus lines — Companies oper-
ating street, suburban, and interurban railways, 
and city and suburban bus lines. Railway com-
panies furnishing transportation to local scenic 
features, such as cable, cog, and funicular rail-
ways, are included. Companies operating bus 
lines other than city and suburban, and those 
operating chartered buses, school buses, and 
sightseeing buses, are included in major group 
Trucking and/or warehousing for hire — Establish-
ments engaged in local and long-distance transpor-
tation by truck and/or warehousing for hire. 
Warehouses operated by manufacturers or merchants 
for their own use are classified with the indus-
tries to which they are related. 
Other transportation, except water transportation — 
Companies engaged in furnishing miscellaneous 
transportation (other than those in major groups 

42, and 44) such as long-distance bus lines, 
common carrier air lines, ambulance service, school 
and sightseeing bus lines, taxicabs, automobile 
rental services, and petroleum and gasoline common 
carrier pipe lines. 
Water transportation — Companies engaged in local 
or long-distance passenger or freight transpor-
tation via water, including ferries, lake, river 
and ocean lines, and lighterage and towing services. 
Services allied to transportation, not elsewhere 
classified — Establishments engaged in furnishing 
miscellaneous services allied to transportation, 
such as forwarding, packing, and crating services, 
arrangement of transportation, the operation of 
stockyards, services auxiliary to water transpor-
tation (canal operation, dock operation, steve-
doring, etc.) and the operation of airports and 
bus and truck terminals. 
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Major 
indus t r y 

group code 
number 

H6 

k8 

49 

Communication: Telephone, telegraph, and related 
service — Companies engaged In furnishing com-
muni cation services to the general public by tele-
phone, telegraph, and other communication systems. 
Eadio broadcasting and television are considered 
business services and are included in major group 
73. 
Utilities: Electric and gas — Companies engaged 
in the furnishing of electricity and gas (natural 
or manufactured) to the general public for heating, 
power, and illuminating purposes. 
Local utilities and local public services, not 
elsewhere classified — Local utility companies 
distributing water and steam and in destroying or 
processing waste, such as garbage and sewage. 

Wholesale and Retail Trade 
50 Fall-service and limited-function wholesalers — 

Full-service and limited-function wholesalers 
(wholesale merchants, distributors, jobbers, 
exporters, and importers) who are engaged in buying 
and selling on their own account. Full-service 
wholesalers generally perform all, and limited-
function wholesalers perform some, of the following 
functions: carrying stocks; warehousing; handling; 
and delivery. In addition, they sometimes perform 
other operations incidental to wholesale sale, such 
as installing, renovating, and reconditioning. 

51 Wholesale distributors, other than full-service and 
limited-function wholesalers — This group includes 
the following types of wholesale establishments: 
sales branches and sales offices of manufacturing 
and mining companies, petroleum bulk tank stations, 
agents and brokers (relating to tangible goods), 
and assemblers of farm products. 
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Major 
industry 
group code 
number 
53 Retail general merchandise — Stores which sell 

a general line of merchandise including dry 
goods, apparel and accessories, furniture and 
home furnishings, small wares, hardware, and food. 
These stores are known as department stores, 
limited-price variety stores, dry goods stores, 
general merchandise stores, country general 
stores, and mail-order houses selling general 
merchandise. 
Retail food (includes liquor stores) — Stores 
selling food and beverages principally for home 
preparation and consumption. Retail bakeries, 
delicatessen stores, and confectionery stores 
will in some cases perform certain manufacturing 
operations and in others serve food or drinks 
for consumption on the premises. These estab-
lishments are classified in this group unless it 
is clear that they are primarily restaurants or 
lunch rooms. 

55 Retail automotive — Retail dealers selling new 
or used automobiles, trucks, parts, and acces-
sories. Dealers in this group may maintain 
repair facilities in connection with the sale of 
cars. The retail sale of motorcycles and bicycles 
is included in major group 57® 

56 Retail apparel and accessories — Stores selling 
new and used clothing, shoes, hats, underwear, 
and related articles for personal wear and adorn-
ment. Custom tailors, furriers, and fur shops 
which make garments to individual order from 
stocks of merchandise carried on their shelves 
are also included in this group. 

57 Retail trade, not elsewhere classified — Miscel-
laneous retail establishments not allocated to 
other retail groups, such as furniture stores, 
drug stores, hardware stores, book stores, and 
jewelry stores. Second-hand stores, except those 
included in major groups 55 and 56• are also 
included. 
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Eating and Arinking places — Establishments such 
as restaurants, bars, cafeterias, and lunch 
counters, primarily engaged in selling prepared 
foods and drinks for consumption on the premises. 
Filling stations, garages, and automobile repair 
services — Establishments primarily engaged in 
the retail sale of gasoline and lubricating oils, 
and in furnishing automobile repair, rental, and 
storage services to the general public. 
Other wholesale and retail trade ~ All lumber and 
^oII2Sng^IeHaX dealers and trade establishments 
not elsewhere classified whose business is about 
equally divided between wholesale and retail trade. 
Motor-vehicle dealers engaged in both wholesale 
and retail trade are included in major group 55 
and bakeries engaged in both wholesale and retail 
trade are classified as manufacturing bakeries 
and are included in major group 20. 

Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 
Banks and trust companies — Establishments engaged 
in banking, the administration of trusts when com-
bined with banking, and closely related functions 
such as rediscount and financing institutions for 
banks. Investment banks, which are primarily 
engaged in dealing in securities, are included in 
major group 6l. 
Security dealers and investment banking — Estab-
Hshments engaged in the purchase, sale, and 
brokerage of securities; commodity brokers who are 
members of exchanges; and investment banks. 
Finance agencies, not elsewhere classified — 
Finance agencies, not elsewhere classified, such 
as loan agencies, investment trusts, foreign 
exchange brokers, and money-order companies. 
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Major 
industry 
group code 

Certain types of services related to finance, 
such as financial advice, reporting, and research 
are classified in major group 73. 

63 Insurance carriers — Home and "branch offices of 
insurance and reinsurance companies covering all 
kinds of insurance, such as life, fire, marine, 
liability, accident, health, and burglary insur-
ance* Includes also insurance offices of frater-
nal societies. Independent insurance agents and 
brokers, not operating under the names of the 
carriers they represent, are included in major 
group 64. 
Insurance agents and brokers — Independent 
insurance agents and brokers engaged in the sale 
of insurance contracts and the placement or adjust-
ment of insurance contracts with insurance carriers 
and not operating under the names of the carriers 
they represent. Also included are establishments 
engaged in rendering insurance services, such as 
insurance inspection and policyholders consulting 
service. 

65 Beal estate dealers, agents, and brokers — Owners 
and operators of veal estate (including speculative 
builders, subdividers, and developers of real 
property) and real estate agents, brokers, and 

66 Beal estate, insurance, loans, law offices; any 
combination — Establishments, generally small 
in size, which are engaged in any combination of 
real estate, insurance, loans, or the practice of 

67 Holding companies (except real estate holding 
coapaniesj Holding companies (except r@aT~ 
estate Holding companies which are included in 
major group 65) which control a number of oper-
ating companies by ̂ holding1* a major portion of 
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Major 
indus t r y 

group code 
number 

t h e i r stock. However, a holding company which i s 
a lso an operating company i s c l a s s i f i e d according 
to the type o f business operated. Patent owners 
and lessors and copyr ight owners are a lso included 
i n t h i s group. 

Service Indust r ies 

70 Hote ls , rooming houses, camps, and other lodging 
places — Commercial establishments and membership 
organizat ions engaged i n furn ish ing lodging, 
lodging and meals, and camping space and camping 
f a c i l i t i e s on a fee b a s i s . 

72 Personal serv ices — Establishments engaged i n 
furn ish ing serv ices o f a personal nature, such as 
laundr ies , cleaning and dyeing p lan ts , barber and 
beauty shops, c lo th ing r e p a i r and pressing shops, 
shoe r e p a i r shops, funera l serv ice ( inc lud ing 
crematories) , and photographic s tudios . 

73 Business serv ices , not elsewhere c l a s s i f i e d — 
Establishments engaged i n rendering business 
serv ices not elsewhere c l a s s i f i e d , on a fee o r 
contract bas i s . Includes adver t i s ing agencies, 
c r e d i t bureaus and c o l l e c t i o n agencies, d u p l i -
cat ing , b luepr in t ing and photos ta t i c serv ices , 
serv ices to dwel l ings and other b u i l d i n g s , rad io 
broadcasting, dental laborator ies and other b u s i -
ness serv ices not elsewhere c l a s s i f i e d . 

7^ Employment agencies and commercial and trade 
schools — P r i va te employment agencies and p r i -
vate vocat iona l schools not attached to u n i v e r s i -
t i e s and not recognized as o f col lege grade. 
Includes c i v i l - s e r v i c e examination preparatory 
schools and correspondence schools . 

7 6 Miscellaneous repa i r serv ices and hand trades — 
Establishments engaged i n miscellaneous r e p a i r 
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Major 
industry-
group cod© 
number 

services and hand trades, such as electrical 
repair shops, watch, clock, and jewelry repair, 
and upholstery and furniture repair* Clothing 
repair, automobile repair, and motion-picture 
equipment repair are included with closely 
related activities in major groups 72t 75» 
78, respectively. 

78 Motion pictures — Establishments producing and 
distributing motion picture films, exhibiting 
motion pictures in theaters, and furnishing 
services to the motion picture industry. 

79 Amusement and recreation and related services, 
not elsewhere classified — Establishments wEose 
primary function is to provide amusement or 
entertainment on payment of a fee or admission 
charge (except motion pictures, which are clas-
sified in major group 7 8 ) . 

80 Medical and other health services — Establish-
ments engaged in providing medical, surgical, 
and other health services. Includes veterinary 
services and group health and similar groups 
formed for the purpose of providing medical and 
other health services to their members* 

81 Law offices and related services — Establish-
ments primarily engaged in offering legal advice 
or services on a fee basis. 

82 Educational institutions and agencies — Estab-
lishments furnishing formal academic or profes-
sional courses. Also included are nonprofit 
educational and scientific research agencies, 
libraries, museums, and zoological gardens. Cor-
respondence schools and commercial and trade 
schools are included in major group 7̂ * 

8 3 Other professional and social-service agencies 
and institutions — Establishments engaged in 
engineering and architectural services, on a fee 
414699 0—41 5 
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Major 
industry 
group code 
number 

or contract basis, and religious and charitable 
organizations. Includes also miscellaneous pro-
fessional services such as those rendered by 
actuaries, art studios, lecturers, and writers. 

85 Nonprofit membership organizations — Organizations 
operating on a nonprofit membership basis for the 
promotion of the interests of the members, such 
as trade associations, professional organizations, 
labor unions, and political organizations, This 
group does not include certain establishments 
organized on a nonprofit basis for the benefit 
of members, such as group health associations and 
credit unions, or commercial establishments oper-
ated by nonprofit membership organizations such 
as TtMGAr-operated hotels and fraternal-insurance 
offices. 

90 Domestic service — Private households which employ 
individuals who serve on or about the premises, 
such as cooks, maids, butlers, and chauffeurs, and 
gardeners, caretakers, and other maintenance and 
odd-job workers. 

Sk Begular government agencies — This group includes 
legislative, administrative, and judicial activi-
ties performed by Federal, State, and local gov-
ernments. 

Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishery* 
00 to 06, Agriculture — This combination of major groups 
and 77 includes establishments engaged in agricultural 

activities, such as general farms, dairy farms, 
cash-grain farms, cotton farms, fruit and nut 
farms, livestock and poultry farms, and truck 

* For purposes of this monograph, the industry divisions 
agriculture, forestry, and fishery and establishments not 
elsewhere classified have been combined into the industry 
division Wmiscellaneous.11 
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Major 
industry 
group code 
number 

farms; nurseries and greenhouses (except forest 
nurseries which are included in major group 08); 
farms producing crop specialties; and establish-
ments primarily engaged in performing, on a fee 
or contract basis, agricultural services, such 
as custom milling, hay baling, farm management, 
animal husbandry services, and horticultural 
services. 

08 Forestry — Establishments engaged in the oper-
ation of timber tracts, forest nurseries, and 
related activities such as reforestation ser-
vices and the gathering of gums, barks, balsam 
needles, and spanish moss. 

09 Fishery — Establishments engaged in commercial 
fishing, including the operation of oyster beds 
and farms and the gathering of sponges. Includes 
also miscellaneous fishery services, such as the 
operation of fish hatcheries and fishing preserves. 

Establishments Not Elsewhere Classified* 
85 Establishments not elsewhere classified— 

Includes miscellaneous industries not elsewhere 
classified. Includes such heterogeneous activi-
ties as ice harvesting (separate from retail 
trade), junk and waste (paper, rags) collectors, 
and administrators of private estates (except 
real estate). 
Included in this division are also establishments 
not yet classified, and establishments classified 
by several States, under major group codes 68 and 
W. Major group 68 includes auxiliary units main-
tained by manufacturing, mining, trading, hotel, 

* For purposes of this monograph, the industry divisions agri-
culture, forestry, and fishery and establishments not else-
where classified have been combined into the industry 
division "miscellaneous." 
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and restaurant firms for their own use. This 
group has been deleted from the industrial clas-
sification code and these auxiliary units are 
now classified with the principal activity to 
which they are auxiliary. The number of units 
so classified is negligible. With but a few 
minor exceptions, all units formerly classified 
in major group 40 (interstate railroads) have 
been removed from State coverage by the Railroad 
Unemployment Insurance Act. Pending the outcome 
of court litigations and reclassification, the 
few units reported under major group 40 are 
included in this division. 
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