
TRIP TO BOGOTA. COLOMBIA. MARCH 28 - APRIL 25. 1948 

Departed from Air Transport Terminal, Washington Airport, 9s00 p.m., 

Easter Sunday evening. Colombian Ambassador and Bob Lovett down to see 

Secretary off. Other members of party included: Brig. General M. S. 

Carter, Assistant to the Secretary, and Sergeant Clarence George, Aide 

to the General. 

It was a bright clear evening and the forty-three newspaper men 

converging on the plane just prior to take-off, gave the impression of 

the start of a mild riot. The Secretary waved at them in his usual brusk 

manner, said "I have nothing to say, you all know where I am going, and 

for what purpose; good evening, gentlemen, that is all.*1 Got on the 

plane 3rd we left. It was a bumpy flight and several times during the 

night it was virtually impossible to sleep, but we came out of heavy 

clouds into clear Caribbean air about 6:30 in the morning and disembarked 

at Albrook Field, Panama, promptly at 7:30. As we were descending, the 

Secretary told me that he was in charge of the field in 194-0 and that at 

that time he couldn't get Congress to provide the Air Force with the funds 

to maintain fifteen B-17's, that during the last week that he was Chief 

of Staff he personally gave orders to scrap 2700 of the same planes• 

We had breakfast in Panama at General Harper's house. Among those 

meeting the plane was our old friend Jamieson, and I had a very pleasant 

visit with him and his wife who are now stationed in Panama. Secretary 

Harriman arrived about 8:30 from Miami and joined us for breakfast a 

little bit late. After driving around the Canal Zone, we took off 

at 9:4-5 and, after an uneventful flight, arrived in Bogota at 12:15* 
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In the course of the flight, the Secretary told me that Mr, Hoffman 

was being requested by the President to be the E* C. A, Administrator, 

but in the event he refused the job he hoped I would agree to serve. 

The Bogota airport had flags flying at all ends of the field; 

there were five bands, about three regiments of soldiers, and a crowd 

of about 2500 people* We descended from the plane - the General first, 

followed by Harriman - after reasonable space, I came down. All the 

bands struck up; all the soldiers were at attention; and it was quite 

an impressive demonstration. The crowd was quite friendly and we followed 

the General through the ranks of soldiers to cars and I proceeded with 

Ambassador Beulac and Mrs. Beulac in the Ambassador's car to Carrera 

Sexta, Number 34-51 « where I was to live for the next three weeks* Pawley 

came to me immediately to explain how sorry he was he couldn't get his 

house and hence I would have to stay where I was. It was a large and 

beautiful house with four bedrooms and four baths on the second floor* 

One room in the corner had two altars and one of the largest beds I have 

ever seen. This room had been fitted up especially for the General, but 

on taking one look at it, he didn't like it and promptly assigned it to 

me with Harriman on the other side of the house* 

After washing up, we had a quiet luncheon and at 3:00 I left with 

the General for President Espinosa's reception. At 4-515 • the General 

got tired and promptly left* I had to stay and in due course, President 

Espinosa came in, recognized me at once, and was particularly cordial* 

The streets all around the Palace were filled with people, and I had a 

subconscious feeling that there was an undercurrent of restlessness which 
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might brew trouble. I left the President's Palace about 6:30 and we 

had a quiet dinner with Harriman, the General, Sergeant George, General 

Carter, and myself. Went to bed about 9:30. 

Tuesday. March 30. 

I had breakfast in bed about 7:30, made a good friend of the Spaniard 

in charge of the house, whose name was difficult to understand, but whom 

I promptly dubbed Casablanca because it was as close as I could get and 

it seemed to please him» From that time until the end of the trip he 

was known to everyone as Casablanca. 

We had a staff meeting at 9:00 presided over by the Secretary in 

which Norman Armour, Pawley, and Donnelly held forth on the seriousness 

of the situation and the discontent of the Latin Americans. After they 

got through 1 made a speech on the necessity of getting on the offensive 

and to my surprise the Secretary agreed with me completely and asked me 

to help him draft his speech for the next day. 

We left at a little after 10:00 for a Church Mass on behalf of the 

success of the Conference. No one wanted to go with the General so I 

volunteered to accompany him. It was a tremendous show. The square was 

filled with soldiers. All the hierarchy of the Church had on red hats and 

vestments and the entire square was filled with a crowd of about 10,000 

people. They had a red carpet laid out from the entrance of the church 

and monks and friars were standing in little groups almost like soldiers 

at attention. A very amusing incident occurred when the General and I 

walked about three-fourths of the length of the church toward the altar 

and he was suddenly accosted by a monk with short-cropped hair who 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



-4-

apparently wanted to shake hands with him. The General promptly shook 

hands with him and then found the monk wanted his autograph and thrust 

an autograph book in front of him* He looked helplessly at me for a 

moment; I gave him a pencil; he scribbled G* C. Marshall, but it was 

apparent that his Superior was extremely annoyed, and I am confident some 

disciplinary action was taken against the august churchman on a later 

occasion* The Mass lasted about thirty minutes and the message from the 

Pope was read# 

The first meeting of the Conference convened at 11:30, and I rather 

enjoyed the flowery speeches and the earphones where you could get the 

remarks of the speaker in Portuguese, French, Spanish or English by 

turning the dial* I returned to the house with the General at around 1:30 

and we were joined for lunch by Byron Price, who is representing the United 

Nations at the Conference. I then worked for a couple of hours on the 

General's speech and at 4:30 we went to the Capitolio to hear President 

Espinosa's speech which was followed by a flowery address by the Brazilian 

Foreign Minister in which he took some nasty pokes at Jack McCloy of the 

International Bank. I then accompanied the General to Ambassador Beulacfs 

where he had a small cocktail party in honor of the Secretary* 

We had a quiet dinner around 8:00 just Harriman, the Secretary and 

I* The General got warmed up after dinner and told us the entire story of 

his appointment of Ben Davis, the only negro General of the Army, and the 

various pressures that led up to it* Later in the evening we worked on 

his address and I found him quite easy to work with - with many of the same 

characteristics that I have noted in General Burns* 
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Wednesday, March 31* 

Harriman joined me in my room for breakfast and immediately afterwards 

we went over the report of the economic committee and decided on working 

technique• It was agreed that Harrlman would be Chairman of the Committee. 

Lunched with the Secretary and Harriman at 1:30 and immediately after re

sumed work on his address. Attended a plenary session at £:00 in the 

Capitolio and listened to long speeches by Torres Bodet of Mexico and the 

Chilean delage. I was fascinated by their ability to talk endlessly and 

say absolutely nothing. Both addresses were about one and a half hours 

in length and both of them were extremely good speakers except that they 

had nothing to say* 

We had dinner about 8:00 and the Secretary had Ambassador Beulac, 

Pawley, Armour, Donnelly, Daniels, Harriman and me as his guests* As 

soon as dinner was over, the table was cleared and we all went to work on 

his speech. He turned over all references to the International Bank and 

the Export-Import Bank, tax changes or other finance aspects of the speech 

to me* We finished about 1:00 in the morning very tired and I was a bit 

worried as I went to bed as to whether I had drafted the section about 

the Export-Import Bank and the proposed message of the President in a way 

which would be acceptable to everyone* 

Thursday, April 1st* 

Harriman joined me for breakfast and we reread together the speech 

finished the night before. As it was already being translated into Spanish, 

it was too late to make any substantial changes; but, on the whole, I felt 

a little better about it than I did the night before. 
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We had a quiet lunch at 1:00 - the General, Harriman, and I, and he 

went over his proposed extemporaneous remarks with us. I thought they were 

very good and urged him to go ahead with them - Harriman was not so sure. 

We had an Economic meeting at 2:30, and at I+i 00 we all gathered in the main 

room of the Capitolio for the General's address. It was a tremendous 

occasion - every seat was taken. There was no standing room any place 

and the room was tense with excitement. I was very glad I was not the 

Secretary. The meeting convened promptly at 4*00 p.m., and the General 

began to speak about 4:05. The first part of his address he delivered very 

poorly and it was ebvious the altitude, which made it difficult for everyone, 

was affecting his voice. He did better toward the end and when he put down 

his manuscript and delivered his extemporaneous remarks, he was very very 

good. Despite the fact that he was speaking to a hostile audience that 

wanted something for nothing and that in essence he was telling them that 

Santa Glaus was dead and he didn*t intend to unbury him, he did it in a 

dignified, orderly and constructive way, and was most impressive and con-
a 

vincing. The applause which followed was spontaneous and/real tribute to 

an honest straightforward address. It was, of course, a bombshell to the 

entire group and most of the delegates were very unhappy. His address was 

followed by one by the Argentine Foreign Minister, Bramauglia. 

We had a quiet dinner - Harriman, the General, Byron Price and myself* 

Quite an interesting conversation followed when both the General and 

Harriman told of Stalin's reaction to the news of the atomic bomb when 

given to him by Roosevelt at Yalta. His first reaction according to both 

Harriman and the General was this will give the Japs an excuse to surrender 

and his second reaction was that this might make further war impossible. 
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